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Commercial Report by Her Majesty’s Agent and
Consul-General in Stam foithe Year 1880.

"Trre exports for the year 1880 as compared with those of the preceding
year show a total falling-off' in value of about onc-tenth, the imports.of
about one-fortieth, The former is chiefly due to the not uncommon
circumstance of a slightly deficient rice crop, the immediate eduse being a
want of rain in the up country, A little care bestowed-on keeping up the
old canal and irrigation system would remedy accidents of this kind and
an increased country population would- bring a gfeat -extent of available,
but now unused, land into cultivation; but with the exception of a mere
trifle to be mentioned further down, not a single dollar has been expended
during the year by the Siamese Government in any public work of any
utility whatever ; roads, bridges, canals, means of ‘transport or communi-
cation and the like having been absolutely ignored and falling daily into
deeper decay.

Taxation already. excessive has,.it appears, been urged with-the utmost
severity, and the-increase of opium shops, spirit shops, gambling hells, and
the like, 2ll of which are Government monopolies, has been freely:
encouraged. Hence a progressive diminution, both ‘of the means of
subsistence. and of the population itself, accompanied necessarily by a rise
in the price of labour, and often, by a total want of hands. The existence
of slavery, which éxists as yet in full force throughout the kingdom,
contributes greatly to the latter want as indeed to the general nullity of
manufacture and skilled labour of all sorts throughout the country. These
facts are mentioned as explanatory of the present condition of trade in.
Siam and its future prespects. i

The diminution in the quantity of imports is naturally less rapid,-it
being a slow following but a certain consequence of decreased exports,
Should the latter continue, the former may be expected to keep proportion
with it.

The timber trade continues to drag on with little alteration, but the
uncertainty of life and property in the provinces, the want of legal
protection or redress throughout the kingdom, and the arbitrary and.
excessive tolls imposed by the holders of the local Customs on the river
and canal ways in all their embranchments effectually prevent its attaining
any great development, .

With regard to private enterprise two new rice-mills have been opened
during the year, and two more are in process of coustruction. The
wanagement and generally the ownership of these wills are Chinese.
Indeed the rice export trade with a large proportion of the vesiduat
commerce is in the hands of the Chinese, who have .also taken up garden
planting, cane growing, and sugar making to some extent,but with no
great success owing to the causes above enuwmerated. In the upland
provinces: they have of late appeared as rice cultivators in place of the
diminishing Siamese.
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No new European firm, shop, or enterprise of any kind, a travelling
<ircus excepted, has been undertaken during the year, and those firms
already existing are loud in their complaints regarding the stagnation of
trade.

A small red floating light has been placed to indicate a dangerous
point near the entrance of the Menam River.

Parily owing to a cessation in the demand for Siamese sapphires, partly
to the great unhealthiness of the district and the lawless condition of its
inhabitants, the sapphire fields in the province of BRatomboug are now
almost wholly abandoned. ‘The gold mines of Kabin are also at a
standstill, due in this case, it is said, to administrative negligence and
mismanagement.

In accordance with an agreement made between the Governments of
Siam aund that of British Burmah preparation has been entered on for
putting Bangkok into telegraphic communication with Tavoy and the
Anglo-Burmese coast, but the line to be followed is undetermiued as
yet.

The depreciation of he Siamese ceinage is also a matter which as one
of the depressing. nfluences on trade and commerce calls for notice in the
present Report. The Siamese currency is silver, itg standard coin being
the “tical,” the value of which is fixed by Royal Edict at three-fifths of
the Mexican dollar.

It is subdivided into fourths, also silver, called ¢ salungs,” and those
again are divided into halves, also silver, called © fuangs.” The coinage
lakes place in the mint within the walls of the Roval Palace, and the
sitver employed is nominally at least that of the Mexican dollar purchased
for the purpose. DBut a progressive depreciation caused, it is conjectured,
by an undue increase in the alloy of inferior metal with the silver itself,
has now reached such a point that the Siamese tical though maintained by
official pressure at its original tender value, namely, 60 cents within
Siamese territory, cannot cven at the neighbouring port of Singapore
command an exchange of 40 cents, that is, two-thirds of its nominal
rate.

(Signed) W. GIFFORD PALGRAVE,




(No. 1.—R=TURN of British Shipping at Bangkok during the Year 1880.

Direct Trade in British Vessels from and {o Great Britaix and British Colonies.

ENTERED, CLEARED.
Number of Vessels. Tonnage. Number of Vesscls. Tonnage.

. Tnvoice B Tivoice

Whenee Arrived. Wit ¥ Wit I Value of Whither Bound. Wit I With Tn \énlnc of

Vith n " Vith n Cargocs. Vith n o, Vith " . argoes.

Cargo. | allast. | T0%0 | Goreo, | Battast. | Total. soes Cargo. | Ballast. | 0% | Capgp, | Ballast. | Total. ¥
2 £

Sinzapore ... m | 10 120 | 49,580 | 6060 55,910 | 2,951,747 || Singapore ... JO% I 11 I I 109 | 50,810 2,591,823

Hong Kong ... 49 4+ 53 | 34,628 | 1,606 ] 36,235 511 |} Her ng . 53 . 53 | 87,935 1,936,591

Great Britain 4 1 5 [ 19| 17| 307 18,760 |} Great Britain 10 . 10 | 8 250,749

cRanz ... 1 1 670 670 British India 1 . 1 16,389
Australia ... 1 1 180 180 2,160

British India 1 1 o 874 874
Total . 164+ 17 181 | 86,641 | 10,38+ | 97,025 | 4,504,178 Total 173 178 | 97:4M 97471 | 4,876,702
Indirect or Carrying Trade in British Vessels from and to other Counlries,

ava ... e P + 16 20 1249 1 8,48+ 9,75: 4,010 Java.,. 29 29 12,259 461,844

Clifuse ports e 1 1 2 230 389 619 2,230 || Chinesc ports 1 . 1 3 18,150

Hollhind 1 N 1 720 24,500

Borneo 1 1 393 G411

Total . s 5 17 22 14701 8873 | 10,352 7,140 Totad, e 32 . .32 18,7562 e 18,752 510,905

Grand total ... . 169 3% 203 | 88,120 | 19,257 | 107,377 4,601,318 Grand {otal 205 205 | 111,228 111,22 5,339,607
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(No. 2)—Reruny of British and Foreign Shipping, Sailing and Steam, at the Port of Bangkok during the Year 1880.

ExTRRED. Creanee.,
e With Cargocs. Tn Ballast. Total. N With 50CS. In Ballast, Total,
Nationality 4 fargoe ! ' Valug Nationality ifh Cargoos n Bullast Tota Value
of ol of of
esscls, ) o Tess - o
Vessels. Sailing. | Steam. | Sniling. | Steam. | Suiling. [ Stenm, Cargoes. Vossols. Sailing. | Steam. | Sailing. | Steam, | Sailing. | Steam. Cargoos.
£ £
British . 32 138 21 12 3 150 ) 4,601,318 || British .. 58 17 . . 58 147 5,339,607
Siamese .. 109 28 13 . 122 28 | 1,581,720 || Siamese  ..[ 136 23 . . 136 23 2,977,625
Gorman .. 23 1 14 1 37 2 110,546 || German . 35 3 . . 35 3 593,781
Tutch .o [ N 5 e’ 11 . 7,001 || Dutch . 8 1 . . 8 1 114,392
Trench . 2 e - 3 . 5 . 1,415 || French . 8 . . . 8 . 51,917
Ameriean ., 1 .. 3 . 4 . 5,305 jf American .. 3 . . . K . C114,216
Ttalian RS BN . 3 . 3 . . Ttalian . 3 . . . 3 . 78,125
Spanish . . 1 . . . 1 1,184 || Spanish . . 1) .. . . 1 30,560
Sarawak . . 1 . . . 1 3,677 §| Hawai . 1 . . . 1 . 27,516
Hawai . . . 1 . . . Sarawak .. . 1 . . . 1 15,733
Junks o U3 . . v 113 . 112,606 |} Junks . 43 . .. . 45 . 40,104
Total . . 286 169 63 13 319 182 [ 6,424,701 || Tatal . oo 297 176 “ . 297 176 9,388,576
X A\ v A N J « A e J
Grand total ., 455 76 531 Grand total .. 473+ ve 473
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(No. 3.)—Rerurs of Foreign Shipping at Bangkok, engaged in the Dircct and Indirect Trade for the Year.

ENTERED. CrEARED,
Direct Trade. { Indirect Trade. Total. Direct Trade. | Indirect Trade. Total.
Nationnlity of Vessels. % . & % Nationality of Vessels. & o 3
4 2 ] ] 2 2 H a 2
= & £ & = S & & [ & & &
Siamese . .o 150 | 57,958 | .. . 150 | 57,958 || Siamesc . .. 159 | 63,898 . . 159 | 63,898
German . ea] oo e 39 | 16,167 39 | 16,167 || German . .. 1 915 | 37 14,761 38 | 15,676
Dutch . . 4 1,958 7 2,862 1 4,820 || Dutch e . 7 2,853 2 842 9 3,695
French . el ea . 5 1,643 5 1,643 | French . . 2 593 [ 667 8 1,260
American . oo oo . 4 3,685 4 3,685 || American .. o e ve 3 3,248 3 3,248
Tralian .- I s . 3 2,016 3 2,016 || Italian . N .e 3 2,016 3 2,016
Spanish .. P R . 1 651 1 651 || Spanish . I B . 1 651 1 651
Sarawak . I .. 1 255 1 255 || Sarawak . o . . 1 255 1 255
Hawai . . I . 1 880 1 880 || Hawai . . . 1 880 1 880
Junks . . % R . 13 ) 113 @ Junks . % BN . 45 (?) 45 &)
Total .. L 154 59,916 | 174 | 28,159 | 328 | 88,075 Total .. | 169-1 68,259 | 99 23,320 | 268 | 91,579




Rrrunx.of lmports:as-declaveid at the Customs, from January 1 to December 31, 1880:

Turnished by . S. Ms Commissioacr of Gusloms,

| From Singapore, J‘mm ong Kong, 1‘rnm Ghin, From Furope. From Juva. Trom Const.
i : .
N X ; X X , T )
Nescription, & = g & & L& Q,,J,‘:,l'i]t . 1 eaein.
5 g H Ed 2 g- g ] 2 d g g A 1 ollara,
2 5 g g, G 5 N
& g & 2 & = & | 2 & | 2 & £ i
Dollars, Dollurs, | Dollnrs, Dallars,
Shivlings, white ... Digecs U7S,88 . - IBLE00 | 473,985
» reey “ » e P T95,421 312,209
» lh.urvﬂ “we wl ve 13,262
Coloured picce-goods wd o 60,618
Tokey red eloths W W W o 25,435
Tongcloth e e | w o “Ollﬂl . "0(161 64,667
dnen - » o) N Y
Prints and chint - " 00,\5 i e . U‘) G4 70,489
Juconet and muslin .« » o 0L e AR
Madapotlams o e » il 70 e
Canibrics . . " e 22 .
Miscellancous piecesg: "00(15 . e X i,
Woallen geods . I
Canvas e ] Bolts
Chowls o e aud Qorges L
T\\'ist. white .| Bales . .
el o e » . e e .
w colourad " ‘ . %
1lxm1\\<m. e Packages 15,92 22 42 35 10, 188
Eacthenware ., » o 29,850 - E
Crockerywars . » ol 36,728 e . o N
Brass '\m\ co‘\pcrm\ru e o 1,356 125,119 o 17 21,645
Copper sheathings ... Piculs ., 278 1,978 e ™ 748
Glassware ... Cases: .1 6,98t Tob42 o . 8,001
Silverware v, 4 Packages .., 3 21,85¢ |, e
Tron e ,1‘:!;\\15 ] B536 1,26} 210 | 9,216
Steel e e ] 1,326 . . 1,52 |'
Machinery .., . l‘:\cL:\gcs 408- 4,000 e ¢ L .
Jowellery” 4. oo} Pareels L 142 P N . o . 142
Ship chandlery 14,216 18,200 Yo Ta0 "G " W[ 19,251
Fancy goods we e . o $3,492 | " 813 L 7,613, v
Suadrics e ol B Wl 33,750 : wo ITEE B3 L., 106,528
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From Singapore, ' From Hong Kong. |;  ¥rom China. From Europe. From Java. Trom Coast.

Total Total

Description. 2 ES 2 k] . Mexican
3 8 2 ¢ 2 F] Z F] Quantity. | oliurs.
£ 3 g 2 g 2 g 2
& = & £ <2 = & E
- Dollars. Dollars. “Doltars. Dollars.
Thread, gold w.. o .| Packages .. 216 787\ 7 9,462 .-
o Sk . o » 110 ,622 6,399 1t 2,928 v
2 ol 1,929 7387 1,040 |
Picces .. ,261 6,883 68,969 |
”» 116,581
35,571
9,201 19,609 §
483,061 o
1,350

.| Picces

N l’n’ékngcs
.
»

*WNVIS

s SUL

(Eold paper
Muskets
Medicine
Uipbrellus
Salt garlic
Gold leaf
Vermiceli .. ackages
Tol

Carges
J’nc'i:ngc

5
18ES ..

Packa

Nuinbers ..l
.| Pieces .
Cases

139
790 | 15182
4393 L 10612

Matclies

. [ -
wo wuf Duckages
). e l’il:uls.g ool




Trow-Singapore, | From Tong Kong. Froin China. From Furope. TFrom Juva, Trom Const.
b ; - - j - . N Toln );l'olul
escription. R B = = k] . exicon
! g ] 3 g Z g g g z g Quantity. | Tyghiars,
g ] g a 4 K] g 3 g |
& S & = & I & < & I
: Dollurs. Dollars. Dollavy, Dollars. Doliars.
TOS v o e Diewls ] 47,685 24T | 47,535
TLiquors . e ] Cases wd 18054 85,205 { 14,820 | 323,660 10,911 P 446,203 | 405,511
Mulnsses - wr anf-Casks 966 1,608 981 550 6,826
Kerosing oil .. e uj Cnses 124,613 014 7,429 . 69,686 | 146,185
Tamp ot .« e o Diculs S8BT 8,559 26,235 4,476 10,929 76,050
RBetelnuat .. ol 20,214 o 2,820 18,635 34,051
Beea' WaX  we we e m 27,759 29 1,179 216, 870 29,}514
Rawsilky . . wl 18,024 2,451 156 22,875
Datey ... wl 6,661 6,601
SIS wie eee we oub Packages 1,085 10,165 11,929
s v we » 15,263 15,253
Turis goods ... . 2 825 0,101 20,101
Sugar .. v e e Piculy . o ot 1,202 3,010
Treasure ... w oo Packages o] S04 1 597,902 1 1,100 - ) 599,062
e (4268564 [ . |1,790808] .. 109,660 e 41475 6,311,519
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Exronrt of Merchandize from.the Port of ‘Bangkok, Siam, from January 1 to December 31,1880,
. Furnished by H: S. M.'s Customs,

For Java and-

For Coast and:

For. Hong Kong. For Singapore. For China. For Europe. Saigon.* Bombay.+
Saigon. &
- . V’I‘;)(nl_
Deseriplion. ke B B . Total alue in
$ Z g Z s Z 8 & 8 Quontity, | Mexican
] F = ] = £ 2 E] = d Dollars,
= = = = = = Gl =
S 2 & = & £ 3 = £ £
Dollars. Dollars. Toliars. Dollars. Dollars,
Rice .| Plenls ... 933,522 00 1,637.987.00 12,520,549-|, 4,087 00 7,180 | 443,957 | 655,816 706,311 025 | 3;430,040 00-| 35,817,307
Paddy .. » e 48! 7,546 00 8,719 | 2,483 00| L1 . 336 17,146 00 22,671
Sugar Y §,877.00 58,682 | 8,996 00| 34,762 L 24,087 00 121,887
Pepper . ol e 2,071 00 | 17,380 2,981 00} 29,959 18,590 00 170,805
eas- 39,653 e o . 17,828 00 3,876
Teelseed ... 43,583 . e 33,461 00- 95,119
Sapan-wool 5,061 11,520 00| 38,331 2,562 50,139 00 127,548
Ebony .., 1,2 e e - b 1269 00 2,550
Rosewood ... 83,2 o v [ S 37,899 00 105,609
Teak planks 45,99; 720. 912 | *8,500 ¥10,000 | 1101 QO 190238 00 157,932
4, limber 1,891 PO e 10,181 00§ 1 13,39¢ 35,018
Salt, ot 3,000 2,040 5,790 00 14,033 7S
Dried mussels 16,823 00 o e . 19,403 00 123,354
emp . 700 00 G3 00 853 0O 13,314
Buffalo-hides 1,390-00 14,716 00 . 16,006 00 2,
o homs L, » 4,190-00 52,508 4,95 00
 bones ... . 7,798 €0
» hoofs ., » . 142-00
IOy o " T WEmE L v - 93 00
Elephant-iiides .. » o . . 38 00
»w  hones .. » e " o e 144 00
Rhinoseros-hides . » e . - vor
” horns . N . eo. - e 57
Cattle ... .. .| Teads 7,515 00 { 119,385 . 7,515 119,585
Tiger-hounes Picals s 17-00 850 |- " 78 00 2
Cardamums, best . [ 2 00 360 4 50 629 + 265 75 41,258
» bastad .|, 873.00 19811 | .. s e o 6,863 00 168,547
Cotton, cleaned .. .| ,, 3,509 00 | 43,686 " ~ 3,908 00 49,118
5 uncleaned wl oo 6,865.00 | 88,064 oo o B 7,985 00 42,966
GRIHOZE e ave  wa| m 965 00| 15,814 357 21837
Sticklic . v | 4129 00 | 70,23 o e e “ . 4,363 00 74,974
Mangrove-bark ... s} s e . 706.00( 1,129 U A - , 3,581 00 4103
Tallow ... .. ] o 281 00 2,060 w e . « 281 2,950
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For Juva and

For Coast ml [0

Tor 1long Koug, For Singaport, For Ghina. Far Burope, Salgon. Nomhig,
— - Lot "’l'xul.nl
eripti i3 B . Py ¥ “I'otal adug in
Deseription & . & ?‘; 4 ° & . & Quantity. § Mexicun
g _‘15’ | 4 g % | 5 E ] 5 ki Dolfors,
2 3 2 8 2 S |2 & 2 & s
Dotlars. Dollars, Dollars, Dollurs, Dollrs, Dollurs,
Tl we e
Gum beadamin 26,901
e cakes o . 8,736 00
Taukeabow aced 680 00
Lotus seed, e
‘Tobaceo ..
Raysskins
eersskins .
Tieer-horns, soft
» okl .
Turtle-shell .
Tnwarinds . 2,676 00, 6,268
Outch » - Y .- U3 00+ 615.
Ontons v, no e .- . 3,769 Q0- 5,519
Sharky'fins, while »wo e 120
» Ulack RS 70 00 R .o
Tin . . .- w1237 00 233 G0 5,36¢ 40 001 1,280
Salt meat .. e el o 9,836 00 1,263 00 481 | 1,606 (01 18,082
Flatn o~ f s e 81,603-00 G6,506 | 36t 549,305
Phhwmg . - ed e 9072 00 817,142 | 1,831 00 10,251 - 11,532
Phalit” . .. od o e e B 23,153 .. - 37,492
Prawns, dried ... T - o 10 00 212 o
Sundries .. .. n e o 10,768 66,586 [ .. 10,615 -
Betel-nut, defed ... O - - 165 .- . 55 3
g R . . 19965 | ... o e 1,183 0 119,965
ide-cudtings o w e 52 636 o, . 82 636
Agwilla wood ... noe 172 €0 4,068 175 377 . “ 196 €O 6,413
Ton pa Picees ... o 4,318 | . . 1,621 4,318
Cungtadal S o Ticuls L. 1 o [ - e . o 1
Deer-sinews e - e 289 00 3,360 973 e o 351 00 4,335
Biche do mer .. . n el 10 00 GO e - . . 10 00 £0
Fish-maws . . U I 20.00 300 o i - - - 20 00 309
hiark-skins . SN N 214 00 2374 . o o - 244 00. 2,274
Armaditlo-skins .o w| e 163 00 4,105 o~ . . .- 163 00 4,408
Niger-seed . " U N e .~ 1,642 o~ . - 40 230 480 00 1,872
Kiugfishers’ feathers. ..f ,, .. 12 68- 484 o, - - . s - 12 68 48
Poniey  we 4ee | Heads. .| " " 6,170 o i 130 00~ 6,170

ol
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For China.

For Java and

" For-Const and”

For Tiong Kong. For Singapore. TFor Europe. Saigon. Bombay.

= vﬁl;ota[

ipti = = =3 ‘otal alue in

Description. = 3 'é' ] s Quantity. Mexican

£ 32 g g z Dollars.

& £ S N=: > >
Dollars Dollars. Dollars.

Beyche-seed .f Piculs .| 627
Kalaa wood » e . o . 450
Birds™nests e . o 120 102,636
Snake-skins. » . 178
Yish, salt » 14790 74,104
Tronwood » 10,437
Mecxican dollars Picees . 63,887 444,872

Bullocks .. .,
Turtle-skell, soft .
Horse-sking o0

Chunam ... .. ..

Heads

319,876 |

e ] 669,289

1,542,860

i 85,714

9,704,318
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