
SIAM. No. 1 (1872).

COMMERCIAL REPORT

FROM

HER MAJESTY’S CONSUL-GENERAL

S I AM

FORTHEYEAlt

1871.

Presentedto bothHousesof Parliament by Commandof Her Majesty.
August1872.

LONDON:

PRINTED BY HARRISON AND SONS.

1872.



Commercial Report from Her Majesty’s Consul-General

in Siam: 1871.

My Lord, Bangkok, April 24, 1572.
I have the honour to forward herewithmy Trade Report for the

year1871,togetherwith’theReturnsof British andForeignShipping,and
Tablesof Importsand"Exports.

I have,&c.
THOMAS GEORGE KNOX.

Iticlosure1.

iradeJReportfor the Year1871.

Exports.

The exportsfrom Siairi in 1S71,lhough*lessthan thepreviousyear,
are still much abovethe averageevenof the last five years. The rice
cropsufferedconsiderablyfrom wantof sufficientrain ; and thoughthere
wasquitesufficientfor homeconsumption,pricesruled high,andþÿ�e�x�p�o�r�t�aÿý
tion waslimited. We havealsoastrongcompetitorin theport of Saigon,
whichhassomeconsiderableadvantagesoverus,as regardsthe exportof
riceto China. In the first place,its greater proximity admits of less
freight,and consequently,when pricesin both countriesare the same,
buyerswill naturallyprefer the nearermarket. Secondly,shehasnowa
telegraphiccommunicationwith Hong Kong,wherethe greaterpartof the
speculatorsin thegrain reside; and asthey are thus betterableto þÿ�c�a�l�c�uÿý
late their profitsbeforechartering,they prefer sendingtheir vesselsto a
port with whichtheyarein daily communication,than to onefrom which
they in all probabilityhaveno newsfor upwardsof threeweeks.Thirdly,
theyhavegot rid of the corveesystemand thusall the inhabitantsare
freeto workfor themselves,whichis not yet the casein Siam.

The attentionof this Governmenthas beenrepeatedlydrawn to the
want of telegraphiccommunicationwith the outsideworld, but as yet
without much result. I believe,however,that this Governmentnow
intend to run a line from Bangkokto Penang;but I fearweshallnot
havethe benefitof it for at leastoneyearfrom this date.

In regardto the corveesystem,the great evil of Siam,difficult asits
abolishmentwill be, for the Government,asafcpresentadministered,could
not beworkedwithoutit, still it is a merequestionof time,whenweshall
be rid of it. All, or nearlyall of thosewho,in the courseof a very few
years,will in all probability administerthe Governmentof this country,
arequiteawareof its greatevils,andareanxiousto freetheir countrymen
from theoppression,which is, and must be,the result of sucha system.
There is little doubt,that whatmostEuropeansare pleasedto call the>
inherentlazinessof the Siamese,is merely the natural effectof making
man-labourwithoutany reward,or seemingbenefit to himself. Numbers
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2 SIAM.

of Siameseare nowin the habit of compoundingfor the threemonths’

labourdueto their lords,andworkingwith Europeansthroughouttheyear.
Those who had been for sometimeunder Europeansof energy and
probity, workashard,andareasregularin their conductasthenativesof
any warmclimate,and will do in one day as much workasanordinary
Siamese,workingunderthe corveesystem,will do in three. The Siamese-
officialsare becomingso well awareof this fact, that manyof them,when
they har-aanyrealworkto do,preferto compoundwith the men told oft’

to do it ; and with the moneythus obtained,hire labour at the market
rates.

If, however,the export of rice doesnot continueto progress,an*1.I
doubtif it will, exceptiu exceptionallyproductiveyears,until the labour
of thecountry-is freedfrom its presenttrammels;therearestronggrounds
for believingthat our productionof sugarwill belargelyextended. I have
lately visited the Indo-ChineseCompany’sestate,.and wasmuchpleased
with all I sawthere. The steam-ploughshaveturnedout agreatsuccess,
andhaveenabledthe Companyto get a largeamountof landunder þÿ�c�u�l�t�iÿý
vation,at lessthanhalf the rate theywouldhavebeenobligedto pay,had
they employedChinesehandlabour. Fromthe deepercultivationof these
ploughsbettercropsarealsoexpected,andan earlierplantingof the cane
is alsoexpected. Up till"now,the cane-growershavebeenin the habit of
plantingin Marchand April ; andasthe caneis cut in Decemberand the
three following,months,it is barely ripe,and doesnot containthe same
amountof sacharinematterthat canefully twelvemonthsin the ground
usuallyproduces. The cane which the Companyplanted in December
2870,gaveat least10 per cent,whencrushedin January,asagainstþÿ�7ÿýto
8 per cent,of the Marchplantedcane. Though I believethe Company
will findit muchcheaperto growtheir owncane,theyhavehithertofound
no difficulty in purchasingasmuchfrom outsidersas they required. As
they havedealtfairly with thegrowers,rates,which wereformerly high,
owingto the wantof faith onthe part of the Chinesesugarmanufacturers,-
arenowsomewhatless,andmay fairly be expectedto be oncemoreþÿ�c�o�nÿý
siderablylowerthanat presentis thecase.

Imposts.

The imports of this yearare in excessof all previousyears; but this
merely arisesfrom the fact that the entries bave beenmore closely
watched.

This Report is accompaniedby thefollowingTables:þÿÿý
Shippinglleturn, No. 1.
ShippingReturn,No. 2.
ShippingReturn,No. 3.
Tableof ImportsandExports.

(Signed) THOMAS GEORGE KNOX, Consul-General þÿÿý

British Consulate-General,Bangkok,
April 24,1872.



(N?o.1.)þÿÿýRbtuknofBritishShippingatthePortof BangkokduringtheYear1871.
DirectTradeinBritishVesselsfromandtoGreatBritainandBritishColonies.

Entgukd. Cl.KAllKD.

WhenceArrived.

GreatBritainHongKongSingaporeAustralia

Total

NumberofVessels. Tonnage.
WithCargoes.InBallast. With InCargoes.Ballast..Total.

511SOþÿÿý�1

50

is4

19

520314

GO

2,000C.17110,011892
6,6171,032

0,579

2,00011,718HOW092

TotalNumberofCrews.

7441497237

25,8191,197

InvoiceValueofCaigocs.
þÿÿý53,9834,115214.CG82,383

275,179

WhitherBanna,

llongKongSingaporeAustraliaJ!lubayGibraltar
Total

NumberofVessels. Tonnage.
WithCargoes,linlhtst.
3020311
07

Total.With InCargoes,llallasl.
3028
l1

10,9229,7579JG874202
28,200

76810,92210,01591587+202
76828,058

TotalNumberofCrews.
InvoiceVnlueofCargoes.

COJ87533309
1,551

167,908135,5929,0001,391þÿ�2ÿý�1
300/131

>þÿÿý�AO
o7?

IndirectorCanyin//TradeinBritishVesselsfromandtootherCountries.

ChinaP-rtsSaigon...

Total
GrandTotal

81

4

11

o
21

þÿÿý�1o 1,09175 2002.M7335

G 1,709713
21,0097,292

2,(82
2S.3O1

7335 9221,105

10S3,087
1̂,005277,500

JavaFrancoJajiaiiChinaI’orts..SanFnmctsco
ToUU
GrandTotal

72111
12
79 2

72111

733877330S02350
12
81

2,593
30,792

7338778801802850
2.6M
31,550

7929UIS13
M0

þÿÿý�1�,�0�0�08,1802,5(101,3223,271
19,301;

Consulate-General,Bangkok,March28,1872.
THOMASGEO11GEKNOX,Consul-General.



(No.2.)þÿÿýReturnofBritishandForeignShippingatthePortofBangkok,duringtheYear1871.

EXTKRED. Cleaned:

NationalityofVessels.

WithCargoes. IuBallast. Total.

4
I g5 I i

5

jn
V)
I

i, 2

Invoice.VnluoofCargoes.
NationalityofVessels".

WithCargoes.

pi

BrilishAmericanDanishDutchFrenchNorthGerman....SiameseSwedenandþÿ�N�o�rÿýway
Total

51C210720119
4

31,0093,2505202,9712221olios45,981
1,223

1,223215r,c13

4

7,293.2,0031,1871,7204,35311,082
1,010

377 75117102054119

28,3015,2811,7134,7000,574)8.515þÿÿý�1�5�,�9�8�1
2,203

1,005þÿÿý�.277,50042,7596,031-0,3383,96010,804518,942
3,983

222S4,053 83 29,288 310113,3U 900,457\

British’ ,American,DanishDutchFrenchNorthGerman...ItalianSiameseSwedenandþÿ�N�o�rÿý
way
Total

79108182259
119
11

InBallast. Total.

n
J

.30,7924,7822,2085,0397,09120,380
49,017
3,355

1,052

320i23,lt4

4
þÿÿý�I

2

21

0

758

1,2004302,080

4,408

I
xn
I

sv.1081823011119
11

81,5504,7332,2086,0398,79120,8102,08049,047
3,355

InvoiceValueofCargoes.

1,097.þÿÿý325,82060,78717,04089,29173,228181,278
523J7G5’
32,071

332127,0121,238,810

03

BritishConsulate-General,Bangkok,March28,1872. (Signed) THOMASGEORGEKNOX,Consul-General



(No.3.)þÿÿýReturnofForeignShippingengagedintheDirectandIndirectTradeatthePortofBangkokduringtheYearIS71.

NationalityofVessels.

.American
Dutcli
FrenchNorthGorman
Siamese
SwedenandNorway

Total..

Entered. ’Cleared.
DirectTrade. IndirectTrade. Total. DirectTrade. IndirectTrade.

Vessels.Tons.Vessels.

1
119

209
45*,984

11
7

IG
1954
8

Tons.Vessels.Tons.Vessels.Tons.Vessels.Tons.Vessels.Tons.
Total.

5,204
1,713
4,700
6,36518,365
2,263

11
716

2054
1198

5,264
1,7134,700
6,57418,305

45,981
2,263

10
4

lib

2,350
1,299

49/047

10
88

1861
11

4,732
2,208
2,6897,402

20,810
3,355

10818
2261
11911

120 46,190115 38,670235 84,860133 52,696116 41,2862<9 93,982

4,732
2,208
5,039
8,79120,810

49,0473,355

w>
a

BtitishConsulate-General,Bangkok,March28,1872. (Signed) THOMASGEORGEKNOX,Consul-General.



RetuiinofExportsfromthePortofBangkok,Siam,fortheYear1871.

RicePaddySugarSapanwood...PaperTcelseedPeasTinMusselsHempHides...HornsTeakplanks...Teaktimber...RosewoodCleanedcottonU.cottonXukkrnbowseedCardamoms...GambogeSlicklac...Turtleshell...Tigerbones...IvoryLotusseedDriedprawns...Bees’waxSharkfins
EbonyUenncakeMangrovebark.Salt
riahcng

piculs

pieceslogspiculs

II
II
It

ForIlongKone.Tom...84,671.ForChina.Tons...3,731.forSingapore.Tons...20,325.
ForKuropc,America,andAustralia.Tons...4,330.

ForJava.Tons...11,708.

3
I

i
if-þÿÿý�s

I I
S3g
&

ForJapan.Tons...1,017.ForCoast.Tons1,190. Total.Tons...120,9H.

þÿÿý�3
!!

o
J 1 g

1,0522,1268,00335,43032,79711,4-188,4107,8281,0309,015o0528|i052234,8601,200þÿÿý�1�4�,�7�2�61,301087-183,258C5
’" 101115283

l71W3501,1003,200
"*108

Dollars.3,037,11010,035131,55761,605123,01225,29331,95182,805. 60,88619,21120,3992,78823,09815,38480,09520,8314,30514+160,1198,130
""lO91031,9301,823
^OO2,6280305508,017

i"S53

20,29(58754,3784,6161,077220S75490993388617311,8-121,0913,010233500
""OS51726

’"60
"l781106,718

l’,500

Dollars.30,33963718,99010,1029,9955997503,0376,5722,0192,9371809,9803*,00O4,8983,5032,680
2/778285198120

580
1,706no8,730

8’,228

150,3552,32089,9981,2084,0517,80510,4951,991
"6010,0721,8101,263

1,3262983,181
413180

e’,030C.O73

Dollars.270,3583,200247,4482,59831,52110,6732-1,36941,714
"sicG3.1C812,4226,190

73,23714,34431,851

4,0582,529120

l’,09332,089

33,907
1,2311273,205-10,833

1,020201603

Dollars.06,780
5,81020720,078103,510

7i0401,23214,885

992

Dollars.

6,550

13,510Dollars.19,0804,257
"-80203

3,100

Dollars.6,906
VC8274

þÿ�"ÿý�1�7�2

1,850,51710,09881,11038,85020,38167.2C818,0984,12810,0382,09613,7818,1178,1092,89747,7301,5371,193484,0788583,19842145600102172824000,8183,2007,1908,703

Dollars.3,437,63913,738400,80377,806190.000150,98150.00077,01002,45822,37980,50122,98040,10001,20981,99321,3990,915Ml232,46117,75932,0192291036,9884,8527001,0504,2347404,2802,6471,501þÿÿý�1�7�,�2�1�9

co



ReturnofExportsfromthePortofBangkok,Siain,fortheYearþÿ�1�8�7�1ÿý(continued).

Plasalit...SaltmeatRawsilkGarlic...OnionsBasilseedIronpansIndigoTallowGunvQcnjaniin.’
SundriesSaltfull,platu...Buffalohones...Mexicandollars

Total...

piculs

packages...piculs

ForHongKong.Tons...8I-,071.

a

091

ai-193
"300

ForChina.Tons...3,73kForSingapore.Tons...20,8.23.
forKuropc.America,andAustralia.Tons...4.3:50.

FurJava.Tons...11,708.TomTorJapan.1,017.ForCoast.Tons1,1%.

i
if*
1
3 I a

ez
þÿÿý I l

1
5

a
&

2

Total.Tons...12C.9U.

a
Dollars.

2,’l25

’"CIO

1,096

C81

Dollars.
G,3C0

3,C0i

10,812
1.0J9
2,0232971,79’J
292C,1SSþÿÿý�i�,�h�O�3

Dollars.þÿÿý�1�9�,�7�0�39>1118,108
2,6101,0(181,110
2*9S31C.2O28287,732

195,300

279

Dollars.

l’,660200

þÿÿý�t�,�8�5�7

211,611

Dollars.2i,IC8

30180,317

Dollars.
G

oss

Dollars.
"sue

15.729S.77S1,0-15
2,"0232971,799
"sea3199.0/1)210/11!)300

3>
I

Dollars.72,2307,t3G118,701
2’0191,0031,110
17.803109,03118&.H09510193,300

3,932,G39

a
o

"^VithTwelveChineseJunkstoHainan.

Cleanedcotton piculs8,292Uncleancdcotton , 10,r>28itufTulobones þÿÿý 1.CC9Merchandizepersquareriggedsliipsbroughtover
GrandTotal

Value.
Dollars.118,83858,8981.IW86,933,639
0,132,913 -Jt



ReturnofArticlesImportedintothe ortofBangkok,Siam,duringtheYear1871. þÿ�oÿý

Whitesliirting...GreydittoFigureddittoColouredpiecegoodsTurkeyredcloths...Longclotlis.PrintsandchintzesMudnpollnmaCambricsJaconetandmuslins

pieces

MiscellaneouspiecegoodsþÿÿýWoollengoods þÿÿýCanvasCliowlsKcdtwi**...Whiteditto...Coloureddittollardwaro...IronSteel.Machinery...Glassware...CrockcrywareCoppersheeting

bolts...corgespackages

,..piculskegspackagescasespackage*.. niculsBrassandcopperþÿÿýarcpackagesJewellery...ShipchandleryLiquors
Fancygoods.OpiumSilkpiecegoodsGoldthread.Silkditto...Sundries...CoalGunniesMats.Matbags...

..,.,ircclspackagescases,&c.cases...chests...piecescases
packagestonspackages...pieces

FromSingapore.
Quantity.

97,209181,77232,72066,84312.3G023,6938,9386,21029,59514,90003,0814,0021,319þÿÿý�1�0�,�3�5�96970585911,98315,1981.G151828531551,093140903,81213,515490432],59G110
’6)230320þÿ�1ÿý�3110,122153,115

Value.
Dollars.201,129309,610Of.,27569,95I10,70261,0994,29f>4,92/22,74212,70539,08631,0)08,118350,41305,17155,28638,07222,73219,4103,73721.H010,4882,30022,5175,33091,21038,52428,87528,525261,05210,101507
100"8142,9003,91118,6099,079

I’maIlongKong.
Quantity.

200

6)288

l"719016
’" 651401,2302591,230207G73,820253231,8(035751,452
"*22010,0281,201,814

Fro>’<China. FromEurope. FromJava. FromCoast Total.
Value.Quaniity.
Dollars.493

3)709

24,’lU1,570
2)7503,37014,0958,17775,65211,8830,4375,71621,2561,383199,8701,97112,87977,528
l)21008135,200

’"cio

980

811
þÿÿý�"�1�5�3

47533
’"8815317315

01,071373,010

Value.
D.liars.

"710

l6)0GS

6JG13
2,923
""90362,171
8)2378,2011,40115,213
þÿ�"ÿý�]�2�02,70911,900

Quantity.

2,’CGO
380380

l)s87521
"2"(9716248
""37
""4281,301139

3772,059

Value.Quantity.
Dollars.

3)0104,101

4G,"C992,276
152)5213,812900
3)411
)6,01510,350

28,05022,900

05

11
9

610?

’" 279
’"lO55,20836

ICG

l’6)89O

Value.Quantity.
Dollars.

’"l85
’" 61

19042000
’"oio
"*405379
’"5099,1911,491

7J97G

0)019

""l03

15
si.5

31G

II

15

1)211

93)811210,025

Value.Quantity.
Dollars.

’"202
"’l63

32
"719225

S701,989

411

2)<M8

20)932

12)3408,500

97,409181,89182,72057,01312,30023,59-*8,9385,21029,61014,96072,7734,0881.G99þÿÿý�1�0�,�7�4�37000745940,08110,6281.CS02,7441,2082,2501,3791,5801165,17021,015þÿÿý�J�G�543187,317193929,7613,2/9348291,9521,917,001

Value.
Dollars.201,G?4300,902GG.57560,21010,70261,09914,2984,92722,77-118.70549,68232,05011,158COby3,65,51767,27538,07210(,70323.G9G8,797170,05117.31222,90831,15988,139103.09309,29248,80305,8U25G.135218,2714,73911,28031G.51325,8005,23140,42161,691

05’



SilkcliowlsSilkcrapesFirocrackersTeaJosssticksJosspaperMusketsMedicineUmbrellasSaltgarlicGarlicSilverwarePaperGoldpaperVermicelliTobaccoFlourEnrtlicmvniclYuitsVegetablesClothboxes.Ti!Ti!c*,GoldleafHisciiilsMatchesCaudlesCutlerylinenJCcad,Xj

...piecesþÿÿýÿýÿýiicases

... boxespackages...corgespackages
jarspackages
balescasespackagescasesbags,Sc.packages
No....pieces... valuecases

packages...pieces...piculs
LampoilParisjjoodsMolassesKawsilkMexicandollarsEuropegoodsridSporepackages

Total

packagescasks.. piculs

FromSingapore.FromHongKong.
Quantity.

"75
’8S82S451

187
1114,47313an1-1441030,000

"’290211,0.12178071,322
ft!

Value.Quantity.
Dollars.

V1S9
""l35
3.8753,480
8751,190

""9011,5858,2171121,01090925722840,40090110,02-14,8192,0(193,1715,839
þÿ�’ÿý�8�5�310,120

þÿÿý�1�0�2�"�l�5�0
2.C6G.199

11,9327951,2038853,5522,0S1
l"517S20115,9722,319709,4301851,2351,1912,40.?1,59915900315,0503,415,705

28

Value.
Dollars.30,13017,05711,1084,0357,80910,257
l’tUCO4,10318,9122,95523,47310,9352,5028,00121,8214,15825,320þÿÿý�l�,�0�b�79,1319,22028,bI2211,914

721

fl]051

1.153,830

FromChina. FromEurope.
Quantity.Value.Quantity.Value.Quantity.

FromJava. FromCoast. Total.

330315110,901490815
""50
2>0701082,91585328904190071212011,401555,718

8295

Dollars.1,3304,40925772,0511,8103,350
’"788
U,0C$7781,1277,5674992,0251,80205010,5202,3544,0202.0172,9225,919

1,000

2(19,131

o

40

"l9230

40170

’2,375

Dollars.

ISO

l"219

""3OO500

5733,990

0

ICOG78

Value.
Dollars.

100

250þÿÿý�1�0890
780

G,000
35,810

Quantity.Value.Quantity.Value.

10

8
GOG000
5

Dollars.

218

889
13/7756,178
""989

74.683

I,2C21,1101,4217,7*04,1233,029þÿ�8ÿý
}118,2792<Ji98312.G0S220l,0t<5l.f.Ss7,0172,251dH1.01117,5301.OH.O53

’"097911,0125
1,S2^G(iG2.2J5f,:sþÿ�3�,�lÿý�!�j10

DulLirs..>I,IP22-.’.126

19(.’72f
7."2þÿ�C�V�,�’ÿý�037>3
þÿÿý�C�V�>�1�7u a

nx0
1,177
4.M93,1198.K16hþÿÿý�)ull.f.il1C.1CO7n.Gþÿÿý�-ÿý�,�<ÿý19Slt.,ti601,,.1)

þÿÿý�I51!)tr\


