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Commercial Report from Her Majesty’s Consul-General
in Stam : 1871.

My Lord, Bangkok, April 24, 1872.

I nave the honour to forward herewith my Trade Report for the
year 1871, together with-the Returns-of British and Foreign Shipping, and
Tables-of Imports and Exports.

I have, &c.
THOMAS GEORGE KNOX.

Inclosure 1:
Trade.Report for the Year 1871.

Exrorts.

Tue exports from Siam in 1871, though-less than the previous year,
are still much above the average even of the last five years. The rice
crop suffered considerably from want of sufficient rain ; and though there
was quite sufficient for home consumption; prices ruled high, and exporta-
tion was limited. We have also a strong competitor in the port of Saigon,
which has some considerable advantages over us, as regards the export of
rice to China. In the first place, its greater proximity admits of less
freight, and consequently, when prices in both countries are the same,
buyers will naturally prefer the nearer market. Secondly, she has now a
telegraphic communication with Hong Kong, where the greater part of the
speculators in the grain reside; and as they are thus better able to caleu-
late their profits before chartering, they prefer sending their vessels to a
port with which they are in daily communication, than to one from which
they in all probability have no news for upwards of three weeks. Thirdly,
they have got rid of the corvée system and thus all the inhabitants are
free to work for themselves, which is not yet the case in Siam.

The attention of this Government has been repeatedly drawn to the
want of telegraphic communication with the outside world, but as yet
without much result. I believe, however, that this Government now
intend to run a line from Bangkok to Penang; but 1 fear we shall not
have the benefit of it for at least one year from this date.

In regard to the corvée system, the great evil of Siam, difficult as its
abolishment will be, for the Government, as ab present-administered, could
not be worked without it, still it is a mere question of time, when we shall
be rid of it. All, or nearly all of those who, in the course of a very few
years, will in all probability administer the Government of this country,
are quite aware of its great evils, and are ‘gnxious to free their countrymen
from the oppression, which is, and must be, the result of such a system.
There is little doubt, that what most Eutopeans are pleased to call the
inherent laziness of the Siamese, is merely the natural effect of making
man-labour without any reward, or seeming benefit to himself. Numbers
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of Siamese are now in the habit of compounding for the three months’
labour due to their lords, and working with Europeans throughout the year.
Those who had been for sometime under Iiuropeans of energy and
probity, work as hard, and ave as regular in their conduct as the natives of
any warm climate, and will do in one day as -much work as an ordinary
Siamese, working under the corvée system, will do in three. The Siamese
officials are becoming se well aware of this fact, that many of them, when
they have any reat work to do, prefer to compound with the men told off
todoit; and with the money thus obtained, hire labour at the market
rates.

If, however, the export of rice doés not continue to progress; an [
doubt if it will, except in exceptionally productive years, until the lahour
of the country is freed from its present trammels; there are strong grounds
for believing that our produciion of sugar will be largely extended. Ihave
lately visited the Indo-Chinese Company’s estate,.and was much pleased
with all I saw there. The steam-ploughs have wrried out a great success,
and have enabled the Company to get a large amount of land under culti-
vation, at less than half the rate they would have been obliged to pay, had
they employed Chinese hand labour: From the deeper cultivation of these
ploughs better crops are also expected, and an earlier planting of the cane
is also expected. Up till now, the cané-growers have been in the habit of
planting in March and April; and as the cane-is cut in December and the
three following, months, it is barely ripe, and does not contain the same
amount of sacharine mafterthat cane fully twelve months in the ground
usually produces. The cane which the Company planted in December
1870, gave at-least 10 per cent. when crushed in January, as against 7} to
8 per cent. of the March planted cane. Though I believé- the Company
will find it rauch cheaper to grow their own cane, they have hitherto found
no difficulty in purchasing as much from outsiders as they required. As
they have dealt fairly with the growers, vates, which were formerly high,
owing to the want of faith-on the part of the Chinese siigar manufacturers,~
are now somewhat less, and may fairly be expected to be once more con~
siderably lower than at present is.the case. ) ’

Isrports.

The-imports of this year are in excess of all previous vears; but this
merely arises from the fact that the entries bave been more closely
wutched:

This Report is accompanied by the following Tables :—

Shipping Return, No. 1.

Shipping Return, No. 2.

Shipping Return, No. 3.

Table of Imports and Exports. -«

(Signed) THOMAS GEORGE KNOX, Consul-General. -

British Consulate- General, Bangkok,
- April 24, 1872,




(No. 1.)—Rrruny of British Shipping at the Port of Bangkok during the Year 1871,

Direct Trade in British Vessels from and to Greal Brilain and Britisk Colonies.

3

ENTERED. CrranED.
' Number of Vessels. Tonnnge. Total { Invoice Number of Vesscls. Tonmage. Total | Invoice
Whence Arrived. i 0 pe ] Z\f’l‘:mhcr (\::xhw of Whither Bound. pros 7 w P ;\{'umbcr \é"h"" off
Vith n e ith n . of Crews.{Cu gocs, Vith n "y, jth [l e of Crews.| Cargoes.
Cargoes.| Baltast, | T | cargous.) Ballnst, § FOt01- B Cangoes) Balist. | PO | chvstes | matst, | Totob e
Greaf Britain 5 5 2,066 2,060 Tl Hong Kong 36 o 36 16,922 16,928 6ot | 167,008
Hong Kong 11 i3 2 €171 6517 | 78| a4 Singapore 26 [ 23 9757 (s | 10,618 8§75 | 135,698
Singapore 30 + 8t {woen| nos2| o] 972 Australm 3 E 915 | ... 915 33 9,000
Australin 4 + 992 992 87 B tbay . 1 - 1 874 57 30 1,894
. Gibraltar ... . 1 1 202 202 1 2,491
R Total | 19 60 | 1,200 | G579 | 35,819 | 1,497 |27870 || ¢ otal .. | 67 2 60 | 25,200 | 768 | 28,058 | 1,651 ) 300,451
Indirect or Carrying 1'rade in British Vessels from and lo other Countries.
a Peorts .. 3 1 o4 1,001 433 2,47 73 922 fl Java .. 7 7 733 m 733 79 4,096
gon ... o 1 1 2 75 260 335 35 1,165 || Franco 2 2 877 . 877 29 8180
Jupun ... 1 1 830 o B30 1t 2,600
China Ports .., 1 1 502 i n 1,322
Sun ¥rancisco 1 - 1 350 .. 350 12 3,271
‘Potal L3 2 [4 1,769 T 2482 108 2,087 Total I e 12 2,500 . 2,602 116 | 1946y
Grand Total PRI 21 7 21,000 092 | 28,301 | 1,605 277,566 Grand Total Wl T 2 81 Su,792 768 | 34650 | 1,697 | 325,520
(Sigued) THOMAS GEORGE KNOX, Consul-General.
Dritish Consulate-General, Banghkol, March 28, 1872,
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(No. 2.)—RETURN of British and Fm‘cién Shipping at the Port of Bangkok. during the Year 1871,

ENTERED. CLEARED:
With Cargees. In Ballast. Total. With Cargocs. Tn Ballast. Total:
- Invoico . b Invoice
Nnt‘i'mml;ty of | & “ . | g y Vzl"“ ,\\'a!‘i,nn:\li]ly of r w | “ V((\)l‘l_lu
essels, ] 3 4 2 o Z 2 5 essels. e o g2 |8 » £ F F £
2 E 8 & 3 ] S | Cargocs,) 2 B 5 2 2 H] Cargacs.
gl e |82 & |8]|f]& |8 gl & |s[E| & |82 & |8
£ . £
Brilish ... 5t 21 ,202 | 877 75 | 28,301 277,666 79 | 80,702 758 81'1 81,550 [1,697. | 825,820
American 6 5 | «2,008 . 1 [ 52 42,759 10 | 4,782 e X 732 | ., 66,787
anish ... 2 b ,187 71 1,718 ,03 £ 81 2208 " 2,208 17,040
Duteh 10 6 1,726 16 { 4,700 6,338 1t 181 5,030 e 181 5039 29,201
Erench .., 7 13 1,353 201 6,674 .. 3,006 || Frénch ... W) 22 7,601 1,200 231 8701 73,228
North German. 20 3t | 1,082 | .. 54 | 18615 . | 10,864 || North German .| 59 {.20,380 430 Gl | 20,810 . | 181,278
inmese ... 119 | 45,08 e . 119 | 45,981 518,942 | Italian [ Sy e 2,080 1] 2 o
Sweden and Nor- IAmese ... 119 | 49,047 B P 119 | 49,047 | ... 522,766
WAY e ] b 1,228 | .. + 1,000 | .. 8] 2,263 3,088 i} Sweden and N
way o 11 N 3,356 | s | ane 11} 3385 | ... 82,671
Total - 222 | 85033 | ... 83 | 29288 | ... 310 {113,341 | ... [900,457 | Total ... 326 [323145 | .. 6] 4,468 .. 832 {127,612 f ... |1,238,810
(Signed) THOMAS GEORGE KNOX, Consul-General.

British Consulute-General, Banglkok, March 28, 1872.
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(No. 3.)—REerury of Foreign Shipping engaged in the Direct and Indirect Trade at the Port of Bangkok during the Year 1871.

ExTERED.

‘CLEARED.
Nationality of Vessels. Direct Trade. Indirect Trade. Total. Direct Trade. Indirect Trade. Total.
; Vessels. | Tons, | Vessels.| Tons, | Vessels.| Tons. || Vessels. | Tons. | Vessels. | Tons. | Vessels. | Tons.

~American .., . . . . . . 11 5,264 11 5,264 . . 10 4,732 10 4,732
Danish ., . . . . . . 7 1,713 7 1,713 . . 8 2,208 8 2,208
Dutch . . . . . . 16 4,700 i6 4,700 10 2,350 8 2,689 18 5,039
French .. . . . . 1 209 19 6,365 20 6,574 4 1,299 18 7,492 22 8,791
North German .. . . . . I 54 18,365 54 18,305 . . (28 20,810 61 20,810
Siamese .. e . . . 119 45,984 e . 119 45,981 115 49,047 . T 119 49,047
Sweden and Norway . . . .. .o 8 2,263 8 2,263 . . 11 3,355 11 3,355

Total .. . . B 120 1) 46,190 | 115 38,670 235 84,860 133 52,696 116 41,286 249 93,982

By itish Consulute-General, Bangkole, March 28, 1872,

(Signed)

THOMAS GEORGE KNOX, Consul-General.

‘MONONVYH



RETURN of Exports from the Port of Bangkok, Siam, for the Year 1871.

For Europe,
For Ifong Kong. Foz China. For Singapore. | America, and For Java. For Japan, For Coast. Total.
Tons .. 84571 | Tons ... 8,73% | Tons ... 20,325. Australia. Tons .., 11,768. | Tons ... 1,017. | Tons ... 1,196. | Tons ... 126,941.
Tons ... 4,330.
5 ’ 2 5 FS 5 3 & 5
= 5 = 3 b=1 = 3 = 3 = = 3 = s
g L g Ef g g E E g - g g | | F H
g 2 2
& 5 & 5 & |2 3 5 & | 8 & g & | 8 3 g
I 3 Dollars. Dollars. Dollars, Dollare. Dollars.
we e iculs{1,622,12 156,356 276,358 | 83,967 18,616 | 19,680 | 4,257 | 6,966 | 1,850,617 | 8,437,689
8,00 2,394 126 10,698 13,781
35,43 89,998 |247,418 1,234 o 80 468 81,110 ,803
32,79 1,208 | 2,598 127 e 203 74 38,85 77,80
11,44 4,65¢ | 31,621 3,205 . o - 20,38 90,60
8,41 7,605 | 16,673 | 40,833 o e . 57,268 150,98
7,82 10,495 | 24369 {  one 8,60! 50
1,631 ,098 | 41,714 - 4,12 77,618
9,04 e . 10,63 62,458
2,95 5 516 |« 2,69 22,379
8,165 10,072 | 63,168 o 13,78, 86,501
423 1,810 | 12,422 1,020 v . 3,11 22,981
%cnf {"]ml:ks ;,gg 1,263 | 5,190 %gé e - 2'183 ");(]), 21
eak timber yot e o o oo ! ¢
Toserwood “ 44,724 . 47,73 81,993
glmn;;d cotton 1,!;(5)‘ %,{3 2‘0;> 0!
. cotton ,19: 94
Jukkrabow sced ¢ 4 144
Cardamoms ... 8,25 4,67t 232,464
Sk ° |
Sticklac... . § 2,
Purtle shell 16 4 "229
‘Figer bones ]‘: %- . gg
VOry ... 5 3
ﬂl‘l’lys seed 283 . o 601 4,362
Dried prawns 62 00
ces’ wax 17 1,050 . 17 1,050
Shark fins ... 104 2,628 178 | 1,706 282 4,234
Ebony ... 350 630 { 110 110 " 160 740
Bean'cake .., ,100 650{ 65,718 8,730 " . . 6.8) 4,280
Mangrove bark . 3,260 2,647 3,2 2,647
Salt . .. - 2,160 7,19 1,561
PRCIGe e e e om 198 1,862 1 1,500 1 8,228 902 8,76 47,219
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Reruny of Exports from the Port of Bangkok, Siam, for the Year 1871—(continued).

For Eurape,
For Tlong Kong. For China. For Singapore. Ameriea, and Tor Java. Tor Japan, For Coast. Total.
ons we 8LOTL | Tons ... 3,73%. | "Tons .., 20,325, To"‘:“sh“h Tons ... 1,763, | Tons ... 1,017, | Tons ... 1,196. Tons ... 126,041,
El E 2 Z g Z E E]
s |2 |3 AR EERAR EEAR A AR AR N
Dollars. Dollars. Doilars, Dollars, Dollars. Daollars,
Plasalit... ... 10862 | 49,762 22,168 72,230
Salt meat 5125 | 1,696 35 5 . 1136
i 1,059 (118,168 118,764
. o o 2023 [ 280 o o $o19
o om 207 1 1,008 1,008
» - 1,799 1,100 e 1,410
. o Bog | 29 o - - 365 | 03
- 202 | 16:202 27 319 | 17862
packages 681 G185 | 83,265 9 12 30 - 0.075 1 169,631
.+ piculs 4505 | 7752 | e 210,611 (180317 [ .0 n610 | 186460
v 195,300 ™ e 195,300
Total... .. .. 3,952,639
With Twelve Chinese Junks to Hainan.
Value.
Tollars.
Cleaned cotton ... we piculs 8'238 118,838
52 .

Unclcaned cotton
Buffalo bones ...
AMerchandize per squay

ged

hips brought ove

Grand Total ...

»

_(5',]1 2,913
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Rerurn of Articles Imported into the Port of Bangkok, Siam, during the Year 1871.

White shirting
Grey ditto ...
Figared ditto
Coloured picce goods
‘Turkey red cloths.
Long cloths .
Prints and chintzes
Maudapollams
Cambries v. .o e p
Jaconet and muslins SO
Miscellancous picce goods »
Woollen goods ... .

picces
»
"

Canvas .., . Wits
Chowls . . COPgEs
Red twist packages
White ditto. . .. »
Coloured ditto ... »
Hardware ... »

ki

Crockeryware .
Copper sheeting ...
Brass and copper ware
Jewellery ...

hip chandlery

iguors ..
'aucy goods.
fum

i?k picee goods

Gold threas

itk ditto e
packages

tons

hackages

cs
Mats .
Mat bags

picces
»

TFrom Singapore. Frora Hong Kong. T'ror: China. Trom Europe. From Java. From Coast Total.
Quantity. | Value. | Quantity.| Value. |Quantity.] Valuc. }Quantity.| Value. | Quantity.| Value. ]Quantity.| Value. [Quantity.| Value.
Dollars. Dollars. D .lars, Dollars. Dollars., Dollors.
201,129 493 201,624
809,610 11 300,902
66,275 726 €6,276
59,95t 3 60,216
16,702 . 0 16,702
53,609 . .. 3 ) 54,608
4,208 - - 5 14,208
4,927 . - 0 4,927
22,742 . e 010 22,774
12,765 . " 960 12,765
89,680 5,288 710 2,660 773 49,683
81,610 - 4,088 32,05
,118 . 380 1,699 11,15
866,443 . e 380 48 | S6U,bYE
65,171 s - 2 00 65,
65,280 e o a k3 67,2
38,072 . + 38,
22,732 1,719 k 10,668 1,387 6,081 | 104,
19,416 616 b 521 16,623 23,
737 . . 1,650 3,
21,1410 65 2,750 e 2,197 2,744 | 176,
10,488 110 5370 162 1,208 17,
2,360 1,236 14,095 81 5,613 48 2,250 22,96
22,617 259 177 - 1,379 31,
146 ,330 1,230 75,652 153 2,928 37 1,586 88,

96 91,210 20 11,883 . U6 | 103,0¢
3,812 38,624 767 8,457 4 26 5,176 69,2
13,545 28,875 3,826 5,710 75 36 214,015 48,863

490 28,625 253 21,250 83 2,171 Y65 05,854

432 1 201,652 2 383 . 4341 256,135

1,596 ),16¢ 84,810 | 199,870 881 8,237 873317 | 218,27

10 B 35 1,071 83 2,261 108 4,739

75 12,679 17 1,401 92 14,280

1,452 77,528 315 15,213 9,751 | 816,513

3 8,279 25,560

123 3,914 220 1,210 5 120 s 348 5,234
110,122 18,660 10,028 684 61,071 2,709 19,800 6,019 93,841 12340 | 294,952 40,42

153,115 9,079 | 1,204,814 85,206 | 373,610 11,900 - 216,025 8,506 | 1,947,061 64,601
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From Singapore. From Ilong Kong. ¥rom China. From Europe. From Java. From Coast, Total.
Quantity. | Value. | Quantity. | Value. | Quantity.| Value. |Quantity.| Value. |Quantity.| Value. |Quantity.| Valne. |Quantity.] Vaiue.
. Dollars. Dollars, Dollars. Dollars. Dollars, Dollors.
Silk chowls.., . picces . 11,932 156 330 1,330 e -
Silk crapes . " 795 315
Fire erackers cases
Tea ..., v 6,001
038 stick - boxes 496
0SS paper .. packages 315
Tuskets e COTELS,
ledicine ., packages 56 -
Umbrellis . 2 100
all garlic jars 2,307
packages 9, .57 610 -
9,436 2,945 10
185 3!
1,935 32
1,49t 90
2,103 49 192 230
Earthenware 1,699 607 30 40
‘ruits . 159 124 890
Vegetable: 603 264
Cloth Loxes . 15,650 9,220 1,401 ™ . 17,630
Tiles , . picees 3,415,705 28,512 555,718 786 4,041,053
value . 211,914
cases 40 - 69
» 170 - 791
achages o
picces
piculs
»
»
packages wer . o .-
cask 6,051 829
«.  piculs 5 . . 5 089
Mexican dollurs . 138,000 - 6,000
Euwrope geods vid Spore  packages . . . 2,375 51,320 - 2,376 51,020
Total ... .. 2,666,199 1,153,530 209,131 369,6(8 35,810 74,683 4 59461
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