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S1AM.

No. 17.

Consul Knot to Lord Stanley.þÿÿý {ReceivedApril 29.)

My Lord, Bangkok, March 13, 1867.
I have the honour to transmit herewith my Trade Report for the

year 1866, together with the usual Shipping and Trade Returns in
duplicate.

I have,&c.
(Signed) THOMAS GEORGE KNOX.

Inclosure in No. 17.

Report of the Foreign Trade at the Port of Bangkok, in the Kingdom
of Siam,for the year 1S66.

The Returns annexedto this Report are as follows:þÿÿý
1. Return of British Shipping at the Port of Bangkok during the Year

1866.
2. Return of British and Foreign Shipping at the Port at Bangkok

during the Year 1866.
3. Return of Foreign Shipping engagedin the Direct and Indirect

Trade at the Port of Bangkokduring the year 1866.
4. Return of Exports in Square-rigged Vessels from the Port of

Bangkok during 1866.
5. Return of Imports into the Port of Bangkok during the year ending

December31, 1866.
The aboveReturns, like thoseof precedingyears,havebeenprincipally

compiledfrom information furnished by the SiameseCustomsauthorities.
They, however, represent but imperfectly the actual trade of the port.
The duties on the products of Siam are let out to revenue farmers,
whoseagents are the collectors. The lesseeretains his right to collect
the duties during the period agreed upon, generally two years, and
the farm is then sold again to the highest bidder. As a rule, thesefarms
are held by distinct companies or individuals. These companiesor
individuals, with very few exceptions, are also traders and shipowners;
commonly,also, the largestexportersof the product on which they havea
right to levy duty ; this right thoy have obtained,asbefore-mentioned,by
the payment to the Government of a lump sum yearly. What may be
calledthe Central Customsauthority is merely the reporter of the different
farmers ; and his dutiesconsistprincipally in allowing vesselsto commence
discharging,and in granting port clearances.

In the former casethe import farmer puts his own men on board to
look after the value of the cargo imported ; imports into Siampay an ad
valorem duly of 3 per cent., and collects the duty himself.

But the import farmer is himself the ownerof a steamerwhich makes

bi-monthly passagesbetween here and Singapore. He is also the opium
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farmer, and a large importer of foreign goods. Now, as this farmer
naturally wishesto retain both the import andopium farms in his own
hands,and to makea large profit out of it, it is his interest,therefore,to
makeout his Returnsto beassmallaspossible. The Governmenthaving
no Custom-houseofficerof their own haveno meansof ascertainingwhat
the imports really are; andthe farmer’s interest being to makethemas
low aspossible,I haveno hesitationin stating that the amountlaid down
in the Tablesis very much below the valueof the articles imported into
Bangkok.

The sameis the casewith the exports; the farmer, say of gum
benjamin,exportsasmuchof it as hecan,while hemakesout his Returns
as low aspossible.

Imports.

The valueof the import trade for 1866 is estimatedat 789,806/.,as
against519,795/.in 1865,and 1,167,677/.in 1S64.

The export trade in rice has hitherto ruled the imports, and will
probablycontinueto doso,and I have thereforeno remarksto offerwith
regard to them, the more so as the articles show neither increasenor
decreasein their relativeproportions.

Exports.

The exports for 1866 are valued at 925,818/., against.529,276/. in
1865,and 1,314,922/.in 1864. The crop of rice housedin 1864was
considerablyabovethe average,and the greatdemandin Chinainsuredits
sale. Want of rain in 1865causedthat year’scrop to be very scanty,and
thus injuriously affectedthe trade of that year. It also unfortunately
happenedthat newsof the failure of the rice crop,andof the prohibition
whichwasconsequentlyplacedby the SiameseGovernmenton its þÿ�e�x�p�o�r�t�aÿý
tion, did not reachChina till a large numberof vesselshad beenalready
charteredfor Bangkok,the charterersthereforesufferedvery severely,and
lost confidencein the place. The cropof 1866, thoughabovethe average
in quantity,was inferior in quality ; hence,as thosewho had sufferedin
1865kept outof the trade,theexportin 1866,thoughconsiderablybeyond
that of the precedingyear,yet fell far short of what hadbeenanticipated.

The presentcrop is the largestwhichSiam hasever gatheredin, and
is excellentin quality ; there has,however,beenbut small demandfor it
asyet. Prices in Chinadonot leavea sufficientprofit on its exportation,
andasthe large amountof capital,which had for someyearspast been
forcing the tradeof thesecountries,has for the presentbeenwithdrawn,
the growersof rice in Siam will have to content themselveswith lower
pricesthan they havefor the last four yearsbeenobtaining; this theycan
fortunatelywell afford to do,astheir profitshave beenextraordinary,and
leave a large margin for reduction. When prices have come down I
expectto seea steadytradeto China,whichwill bemuchmorefavourable
to legitimate businessthan the suddenrusheswhich have hitherto taken
place.

Sugar.þÿÿýThe presentcropis excellent; and the heavydutieshaving
now beentakenoff, the Chineseandothers have resumedthe cultivation
of the cane,andnativemills arespringingup in all directions.

There are many inquiries for Europeancrushing-machines,and I
understandthat ordershavebeengivenfor several; the Chineseþÿ�m�a�n�u�f�a�cÿý
turers in this countryseemstill to prefer their ownprocessfor boilingand
clarifyingjuice.

[282] 2 M
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Tnak.þÿÿýThe amountof timber brought down this year is larger than
has beenthe casefor a long time past. Prices have fallen, but owing to
the state of the English markets there is scarcely auy demand at
present.

(Signed) THOMAS GEORGE KNOX,
Consul.

British Consulate,Bangkok, March 13, 1867.



(No.1.)þÿÿýReturnofBritishShippingatthePortofBangkok,duringtheYear1866.
DirectTradeinBritishVesselsfromandtoGreatBritainandBritishColonies.

Entkbed. Clkabed.

WhenceArrived.

Gre.itBritainHongKongSingupure

NumberofVessels.
WithCargoes.InBallast.Total.

TotalTonnage.I TotaljNumberWith In Tot!.,ofCargo.Ballast.lolal"Crews.
InvoiceValueofCargoes

WhitherBound.

11120
32

2 3922
30

2295,4706,83511.865021
11,56023,969

22917.3G10,379
23,900

10097SS9
1,090

NumberofVe3sc!{. TotalTomiiige.
WitliCargo.IuBallast.Total.WithCargo.

þÿÿý17,70829,68328.C73

InBallastTotal.
TotalNumberofCren-s.

Inroic-eValueofCargoes.
GreatBritainHongKongSingapore...Bombay

75,9G*

1421311
07

1421511
69

25816,6608,1931,833
21,943

455
455

26S16,660S,*t81,832
22,398

16C5326913G
1.074

3,4631C9.94Ca21.621>26,703%
221,793o

IndirectCarryingTradeinBritishVesselsfromandtootherCountries.
þÿ�C�l�i�i�n�eÿý�cPortsC.ipeSUJamesSiamesecoast

1
33

51
6
36

511 130
1,401þÿÿý�1�2�51,101125ISO

671210 þÿÿý�"�3�0
7

~69
130

11.690
1.SS9
1J.29S

2,019
25.9S8

79
1,175

30
76,000

ChineseportsBataviaSiamesecoast
511

511
7

O
7
70

2,4252-18301
2,974
24,917455

2,425248S01

25,372

1C20
119

1,193

17,6081,35650
19,011
243,807

to

to
BritishConsulate,Bangkok,March13,1867. (Signed) THOMASGEORGEKNOX,Consul.
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(No.2.)þÿÿýReturnof BritishandForeignShippingatthePortofBangkok,duringtheYear1866.
E.NTKBED. Cl.Y.AUr.D.

NationalityofVessels.

British...French..AmericanDutch...Piussian.Russian.HansealicHanoverianSwedish.Danish..Belgian...Siamese.Junki...

WithCargoes.
þÿÿý�2

33139

"17

1115

þÿÿý�S
InBallast.

JOT
I I

i

Total.
i

I þÿÿýCJ

InvoiceValueofCargoes.
NationalityofVessels.

WithCargoes.
þÿÿý�S�3

I
ie

InIitillast.

I
in
I

Total.
%

i 1
InvoiceValueofCargoes.

11,090320l.OW2,031

"lfiC29145,193?)

5201333140
205
"lO11

364þÿÿý�I913123þÿÿý�Iao

14,2981,2033,2003,7974,4132408,1361,2011.0J9SCO
’320

025577015517910280484019

CO571813140þÿÿý�i331110

55,9881,5834,2100,4314,41324015,8151,2(H1,01972229115,519I?/

1,1757010329517910þÿÿý�1�8�548þÿÿý�1�02911(?)CO

þÿÿý70,0000.0008,1018,110
11,171

84580079,044
281107,108789.-123

British.French.AmericanDutch.PrussianRussian.HangcnticHanoverianSwedishDanish.Belgian.Siamese.Junks...

-t 7458151713853o
1112C’)

,71.G104,3835,1515,80321014,0591,0301.O1030229142,539CO

1,177091153202301048101.101810

1 455

360
251

1013 700815171385S31113

23,3721,8334,3835,4515,80221011.G591,6301,04972229145,000?

1,19382115S2G23010þÿÿý�1�S�101402910(?)<*>

213,&"718,81033,60718,212þÿÿý�1�3�,�2�9�02,292113,81511,5839,1180,018þÿÿý�3�,�5�3�0391,318

þÿÿýÿý

280100,533 927,209

BritishConsulate,Bangkok,January31,1867. (Signed) THOMASGEORGEKNOX,Consul.



(No.3.)þÿÿýReturnofForeignShippingengagedintheDirectandIndirectTradeatthePortofBangkokduringtheyear1866.

NationalityofVessels.
Entered. CtiEAHED.

DirectTrade. IndirectTrade. Total. DirectTrade.
Vessels,Tons.Vessels.Tons.Vessels.Tons.Vessels.Tons.

IndirectTrade. Total.
Vessels.Tons.Vessels,j Tons.

French..American..
"Dutch..Manseatic..
Prussian..
Russian..Hanoverian
Swedish..Danish..
Belgian..
Siamese..

1
þÿÿý�1

Total
116

225
1,209

45,519

þÿÿý�1
7

1140
13I
þÿÿý�1
33
1

1,3534,240
5,16215,485
þÿÿý�1�,�1�1�3240
1,204
1,049722
294

5
7
1840
131
4
3
3
1

110

1,583
4,210
6,13115,485
4,413240I
1,204
1,019722
294

45,519

G

113
12J.47,013 90 34,107211 81,180119

1,250

45,090
4G,340

G
8
938

171
5
3
3
1

1,838
4,3834,204

14,059
5,802240
1,6301,049
722
294

91 34,821

G
8
1538
171
5
3
31

113
210

1,838
4,383
5,454

14,659
5,802240
1,630
1,049722
294

45,090

w
a!O
þÿÿý

81,161

BritishConsulate,Bangkok,March13,1867. (Signed)THOMASGEORGEKNOX,Consul.

to
CO



BetukkofImportsintothePortofBangkokduringtheyearendingDecember31,18GG. 1

DescriptionofGoods.Pieces,
Corges,Bales.

FromSingapore.FromHongKong. FromChina. FromEurope.

Quantity.Value.Quantity.Value.Quantity.Value.Quantity.Value.

Whiteshirtings.
Grey ,,FiguredþÿÿýColoured,,Turkeyredcloth
Longcloth..
Printsandchints
Madapollams..
Canvas
Cambrics
Muslinsandjaconets
Chowls
Miscellaneouspiecegoods
Woollengoods..
Redtwist
Whitetwist
Colouredtwist..
Hardware
Iron
Steel..
Muskets
Glassware.,CopperandmetalsheathingCrockeryware..
Brassandcopperware
JewelleryShipchandlery

Pieces

þÿ�,ÿý

Bolts
Pieces
Corges
Pieces
Bales

Packages
Piculs
Kegs
Corges
Cases
Piculs
Cases
Cases

Packages

55,547
131,935
18,267
5,011
5,878

11,165
11,033
11,208
1,189

11,738
-I.96I

41,571
75,879
2,659
3G2
428
415
475

4,318
836

1,073
1,439
281
94

103
70

3,312

Dollars.
189,105
373,490
62,381
21,301
14,454
43,452
23,074
20,660
8,166

17,062
7,026

316,521
99,926
39,140
51,359
65,189
44,798
17,535
11,141
2,572

38,779
26,590
11,410
3,500
5,561

55,836
29,694

593
5,939

120

4,663
10

"33
258
357

254
261

2,175
2

86

Dollars.
2,966

25,427

900

9,608
38

4,495
7,204
875

3,654
7,055
5,000

102,718
3,764
1,560

12

30

2,600

135

3,088
207

Dollars.
30

300

5,200

4,640

14,529
2,822

260

6
1,780

29
1,373

27

495

Dollars.

1,610

119
4,800

431
36,000

820

17,270

Total
Quantity.

Value
inMexican
Dollars.

Valuein
Sterling.

56,152
137,874
18,267
5,611
5,878

11,165
11,633
14,208
1,599

11,738
4,961

41,571
83,142
2,669
362
461
415
874

6,455
836

1,073
þÿ�1�,ÿý�6�7
1,908
3,470
2,485

72
3,893

Dollars.
192,101
398,322
62,381
21,301
14,454
43,452
23,074
20,660
11,036
17,062
7,206

316,521
114,734
39,J78
51,359
44,798
29,498
16,816
2,572

38,779
30,675
54,465
23,849

111,101
59,600
48,524

þÿÿý
40,021
82,983
15,491
4,437
3,012
9,052
4,807
4,301
2,299
3,554
1,483

65,942
23,903
8,162
10,699
14,517
9,333
6,145
3,504
53G

8,079
6,320

11,437
4,968

23,146
12,416
10,109

OS



ReturnofImports,Ac.þÿÿýcontented.

DescriptionofGoods.Pieces,
Corges,Bales.

FromSingapore.

Quantity.Value.

FromHongKong. FromChina. FromEurope.

Quantity.Value.Quantity.Value.Quantity.Value.

Biscuits
Liquors
Chinagoods
FancyþÿÿýSilkchowls
Crapes
Silkpiecegoods
Goldthread
Sundries
Mexicandollars
Goldleaf
MachineryMatbags
Mats..
Opium
Coal..

Total..

Cases
Barrels
Cases
Coses
Pieces

þÿÿý�!
itCases

Boxes
Tons

77
24,019

"l85
1,305
1,475

13

370

Dollars.
2,090

51,075
47,641
19,665
3,805
11,619
2,535

289,781
8,000

240,500

229

6
24,217
2,823

31,927
73

18

Dollars.

1,018
322,587

1,403
97,097
39,220

201,962
5,622

24,072
G2,404
70,362

11,700

20
1,333

59

Dollars.

.146,022

276
7,261
2,589

6,650

50
1,120

21

Dollars.
507

4,367

596

16,933

Total
Quantity.

Value
inMexica
Dollars.

Valuein
Sterling.

127
25,368

212
25,582
2,843

34,735
145

2,000,000
209,000

388
3,746

Dollars.
2,597

56,460
516,250
21,664

100,002
38,496

220,842
10,746

330,786
70,404
77,012

100,000
60,000
14,000

252,200
37,460

þÿÿý
541

11,762
107,552

4,513
21,021
46,008
2,238

68,914
14,667
16,044
20,833
12,500
3,916

52,541
7,804

3,791,358

>

759,866

BritishConsulate,Bangkok,March13,1867. (Signed) THOMASGEORGEKNOX,Consul.

to



ReturnofExportsinSquare-riggedVessels,fromthePortofBangkok,during1866.

DescriptionofProduce. Singapore.

Rice,
PaddySugar
Sapanwood
Peas.
Silk .
Pepper
Tin..
Teal-seed
HempHides
Horns
Salt..
Saltfish
Mussels
Teaktimber

,, planks
Rosewood
GumBenjamin
Ivory.
Cotton
Luckrobauseed
Cardamoms
Gamboge
Sticklac
Mangrovebark,
EbonyIndigo
Sundriesþÿÿýironpans

Piculs

Logs
Piculs

þÿ�!ÿý

1GO,254
2,101

12,735
11,709
2,403
G55

2,333
158

2,284
235

1,739
1,199
4,017

10,14G
102
434

2,089
"*259

85
17

41
1,349

GOO

Batavia.HongKong. China. India. Europe. Total
Quantity.

1,720

1,611

2G
4G

20,590
95,115

1GG

1,233,340
39,052
38,741
G3.347
4,087

20,059
1,469

21,955
1,831
2,645

196
1,992
7,G57
234

4,549
20,7G8

30*310
G18
1G4
14

2.588
2,588
3,4G5

76,570
3,300
9,557

100
3,018
1,133

94
73

2,374
2,478
’.320
2,192

6

1,000

5,928
7,822
305

4

26
2,768

Gt

30
414

2,900

27
10

170

1,468,082
44,783
59,712
88,629
0,592
699

25,410
1,627

25,398
2,112
4,478
1,468

30,607
109,627

4,237
694

9,899
22,960

269
115*327
618
170
55

4,171
3,588
3,465

600
0,000

Value
inpounds
sterling.

þÿÿý
519,945
11,195

119,424
30,466
3,296

27,960
30,174
6,815

17.-I61
4,488
5,317
2,503

15,303
47,962
9,003
2,679
12,368
22,960
6,053
4,322
1,145
1,314
8,500

515
7,500
465

1,000
375

5,250
925,818

to
01
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BritishConsulate,Bangkok,March13,1867. (Signed) THOMASGEORGEKNOX,Consul.


