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Commercial Report from Her Majesty’s Consul i)i

Siam: 1870.

Consul-GeneralKnox to Earl þÿ�G�r�a�n�v�i�l�l�e�.ÿý{ReceivedMat/ 18.)

My Lord. Bangkok,March ’29.1S71
I have thehonourto forwardherewithmy TradeReportfor thoyear

1870, togetherwith the Returnsof British and ForeignShi|ipin<rinA
Tablesof Importsand Exports.

1have,&c.
(Signed) THOMAS GEORGE KNOX.

Inclosure.

Reportof Trade at thePort of Bangkokfor tin: Year IS70.

The valueof our Exportsarein excessof all previousyears.
This excesshasarisen,not becausewe haveexportedmore largely

than in previousyears,but becauseour rice,whichformsthebulk of our
export trade,hasbeenshippedfor China,not for Europe,aswasthecase
in 186.8-69. As in China,rice is the principalarticle of fool, while in
Europeit is, comparativelyspeaking,a luxury,wemayfairly lookforward
to getting,onan averageof years,a higher price for this article in the
formerquarterthanin the latter. When thodemandoccursin China it
is frequentlyfollowedby a rushof shippingto this port. The holdersof
paddythen,findingthat a largenumberof vesselshavearrived,raisethe
price,and it mayevenrise beyondthe limits at whichit canbesoldat a
profit in China.

This oftenhappensherewhenthedemandis by nomeansbeyondthe
supply,simplybecausethedemandrequiresto bemetimmediately.

The port,not beingableto furnishan immediatesupplyat the limits
assigned,tiieisgcisa bad nameaim is desurk-dfor r time,until a similar
rushwith thesameresult having takenplaceelsewhere,speculatorsagain
return to it.

If thesuddendemandsbenefitedthe growers,therewouldhenothing
to complainof; but there is reasonto believethat a steadydemandat
remunerativerateswouldbemorebeneficialthanthepresentuncertainties-

As mattersnowstand,the growershold back their grain, imagining
that priceswill continueto rise, ami frequentlydo not find out their
mistakeuntil the limitsat whichit canbesoldat a profit in Chinahaving
beenexceeded,thevesselssentfor its conveyanceareobligedto leavefor
otherportsandthedemandat onceceases.

Although rice hasbeenlargely exportedfrom Siamfor manyyears
pastyet we are still verymuchin thodarkasto thequantitywhichthis
countryusuallyproduces.

All that wedoknowis, thatat notime,howevergreat theexport,has
therebeenanysignsof exhaustion.
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2 MAM.

The growers,asa rule, do not careto sell exceptat high rates,aslong
astheyhaveroom to store their grain. Their store-housesare,however,
only calculatedto hold oneyear’scrop,sothat whena year,during which
therehas beena mediumdemand,is followed by a largecrop in the next
season,then thesurplusmust bo got rid of whateverthe pricemaybeat
the time. On occasionsof this sort, whenthereis likewiseno demandfor
Chnia,priceswill fall within the limits at whichit can besold at a profit
in Europe,and this port will then competewith thoseof British Burmah
andIndia.

A considerableportion of the rice exportedfrom this place is on
accountof parties in China; the rest is shipped,either by European,
Chinese,or nativemerchantsresidinghere.

The Europeanfirms herebeingthe ownersof the steam-cleaningrice-
mills, which yield them large profits, arc now confining their business
principally to cleaning rice. They, therefore, either load the vessels
consigned"to them by speculatorsin China,or rc-charter them to Chinese
or Siamesehere. In the latter casethey usuallyprovidethe cargoesfor
the vesselsthey havere-chartered.

As they likewise hold bank and insuranceagencies,they, in many
instances,are content to receive25 per cent, of the value of the cargo
here,the remainderbeingcoveredby the usualdocuments.

The rates for cleaning rice, viz, 10 cents per picul, are, however,
consideredhigh, and the Chineseandnativeshippershave,I nuderstand,
orderedseveralsmallmills from Englandfor their ownuse.

From what I have seenof the competitionbetweenEuropeanand
and Chineseor native merchants,it appearsto me that, as long as the
businesscarried on by a Chineseor Siamesefirm is suchas the headsof
the firm can personallyattend to, they can competeen favourableterms
with their Europeancompetitors. Their informationof the state of the
marketsis usuallymorecorrectand they receiveit earlier. Their þÿ�e�s�t�a�bÿý
lishmentsare also much more economicallymanaged. When, however,
theyexceedtheselimits, andhaveto trust to others,whomthey invariably
underpay,then, I think the Europeanfirmshavethe advantage.

The amountof speculationthat is carried on in a large Chineseor
Siamesefirm is immense. It is considereda matter of course,and when
the firm is small is kept within bounds,but when large this canseldombe
the case. The fault lies principally in the systemof underpayingtheir
clerksandservants,and is not, I consider,owingto anypeculiardeficiency
in trustworthiness.

Foreign firms are likewise losers by the same system,for they
invariably have attachedto them Chinesecompradors,or brokers,who
really do the greatestpart of their buyingandselling,anil throughwhose
handsconsequentlylargesumsmust pass. As theyare paid a salaryof
abouta quarterof that givento a Europeanclerk who fills a much less
responsiblesituation,it is not very surprisingthat theyare not so honest
as they ought to be. The curiouspart of the businessis that, wherethe
remedyis soplain, it is yet neverapplied.

Sugar.þÿÿýWhile thecultivationof rice hasbeenyearlyon the increase,
that of sugar has not beenextended. This is entirely owing to the
extortions practisedby the mill-ownerson the growers. A systemof
advanceshasprevailedfor yearspast,by whichthe growershave had to
run all the risk of badseasons,&c, whilethe profitsof thegoodoneshave
goneinto the pocketsof the money-lenders,whoarealmostinvariably,the
ownersof the mills. The consequenceof this now is, that the growers,
thoughobligedto labourto payformerdebts,takebut little interestin their
work andlittle profit is to begot from it,
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I ain,however,happyto saythat there is now c\cry prospectof an
improvement. In the summerof last year the Indo-ChineseSugar
Companyappliedthroughmoto theSiameseGovernmentfor a "rant of
landfor theerectionof mills andcultivationof cane,and havehad their
applicationrespondedto onvery liberal terms. I must do the Siamese
Governmentthe justiceto saythat I haveinvariablyfoundthemwilling
to meetsuchrequestsin a properspirit wheneverthey havethought they
coulddosowithoutfearof futureiroubles. In the presentinstancethey
havegnnteda very finesiteof 3,000acresat a yearlyrentof 2*. 3d.per
acrefor the land put undercultivation. They havelikewisereducedthe
inland duty uponsugarone-half,and it nowstandsat JW.per picul of
133lbs.weightof white,and4^d. for thesamoquantityof brown.

Havingmetwith thisencouragement,themanagerof theCompanyhas
importedand setup largesugar-millsonthe newestprinciple,and put a
largeamountof landundercultivation. The nativegrowers,findingthat
they have now someone who will deal with them on fair terms,are
anxiousto extendtheir cultivation,and to enter into contractswith the
newCompanyfor their cane,and thenativemill-ownerswill haveto act
moreliberally towardsthem than hashitherto beentho case. As tho
millsof theselatterareof a very inferiordescription,I doubtif theycan
contendonequalterms with the improvedonesnow set up,and expect
beforelong that theoldmills will haveto giveway.

The old methodof cultivationis likewiseveryfaulty,andgreatthings
are expectedfrom the steam-ploughsand cultivators,which have also
latelybeenbroughtinto play. If thesteam-ploughssucceed,andthereis
every reasonto believethat they will, a great deal more land will be
broughtinto cultivation.

Hitherto the land has beenturnedoverby hoes,and therehavebeen
greatcomplaintsof theexpenseand inelliciencyof this system. Steam-
ploughsoughtto do tho workat much lessexpense,and at thesametime
with greaterefliciencythanit ran possiblybedonebyhand. If this proves
to bethecase,I expecttoseemanyof themintroduced,as they will not
not onlybeveryuseful for thecultivationof sugar,but likewisefor that
of rice.

The Siamesealreadytakea greatinterestin the resultof their present
working,andfeelveryconfidentthat theywill beableto findmanyof their
own peoplecapableof working them after they have had sonic littlo
experience.

Mining.þÿÿýIt is well knownthat mostof themetalsareto befound in
Siam.

Copperexistsin largequantitiesthroughoutanextensiverangeof hills
to tho north of Aguthia,and there is watercarriagewithin reasonable
distance. In the Malay Peninsulaagain,the greater part of which
either belongsor is tributary to Sinm,tin and leadareto bofound in all
directions, Theformer hashithertobeenworkedby Chinese,andconsi
derablcquantitiesare yearlyexported. The lead mineshavenot been
worked,becausenoone has yet beenfoundwho properlyunderstoodtho
process. Fromthe reportsI havehadof theoreit containsa large þÿ�p�e�rÿý
centageof silver.

I havereasonto believethat theSiameseGovernmentwouldwillingly
grant permissionto British subjectsto openandwork mineson their
possession,providedtheyfelt convincedthat theapplicantswerein þÿ�p�o�sÿý
sessionof the necessarycapital to carry on such an undertakingin a
propermanner. The royaltyhitherto paid by the Chinesehasbeen10
percent,on themetalextracted,and I understandthat,large profits liavo
beenmade.
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Imports.þÿÿýThe value of our imports, as shown by the Customs
Returns,is alsoin excessof previousyears. This principilly arisesfrom
the fact that the nowCommissionerof Customs,Mr. Bateman,who þÿ�h�aÿý
kindly furnished mewith the returns,has lookedafter the revenuesmore
sharply thanhashitherto beenthe case. Still, I believethat I maysafely
say that both our exportsami importsare at leastonequartermorethan
the CustomsReturns show. In regard to our imports I would wish to
draw the attentionof thoseengagedin the manufactureof brass-workin
England to the largeamount,of this ware importedfrom Chinato Siam.
It consistsprincipally of largecups,basins,trays, &c. As theseare very
badly made,and sold at high rates,there is everyreasonto believethat
similar articles madein Englandwould competesuccessfullywith themin
this market. It wouldhoweverbe necessary,at leastin the first instance,
to keepto the samepatternsasthoseat presentin usein this country.

This report is accompaniedby the following Tables,viz. : þÿÿý
ShippingIleturn, No. 1.
ShippingReturn,No. 2.
ShippingReturn, No. 3.
Return of Imports.
Return of Exports.

(Signed) THOMAS GEORGE KNOX,
British Consulate,Bangkok, Consul-General*

March 29, 1871.



(No.I.) ReturnofBritishShippingatthePortofBangkokduringtheYear1870.
DirectTradeinBritishVesselsfromandtoGreatBritainandBritishColonies.

ENTERED. CLEARED.

WhenceArrived.
NumberofVessels.

WithCargoes

Tonnage.
InBallast.Total.With InCargoes.BallastTotal.

TotalInvoiceNumberValueofofCrewsCargoes.WhitherBound.
NumberofVessels. Tonnage.

With InCargoes.)Ballast.Total.WithCargoesInBallast.Total.
TotalInvoiceNumberValueofofCrews.Cargoes

GreatBritainHongKong...Singapore...BombayAustralia

S?39
o l

73

37361So

1,65113,3?HlfW2.5b75?
,911,2IS260

1.63187.JOG2J,S?2,*V7521

S3l.SIC1.722IK!20
32,20133,697C7,9fl3,310

S1.72O61.1X3
9.M2

GreatBritainHongKongSingapore...Bombay...Australia...Mauritius...

C7342112o
138

67.542113S

3.30337,15717.30S5,033513olO

S.30337.U717.?aV’S9513310
?.0l2

931,3201,S22711821

2911^70172.51652,13137
SI^.SU

to

IndirectorCarryingTradeinBritishVessel*fromandtootherCountries,
ChineseFortsJapanManillaSaigon

Total._

I 7
1

S
I1

1 11 12

4313,67977*223124
4,110776223121

4314,8025,233

1113U117

162I52,6334ft,199I73.VH3,493315.U78

ChinesePortsJapanJavaFianceSaigonZanzibar...

Total

9U9
i1

~r
173

9U9311

2.721111.037l.sei1,1412G0190
37 lfi.213
17J bO.ISS

0721
l..1,1412?J190
16513

17IIIt12

1111~*,þÿÿýÿý�?�?S357^,6767,9t11.WJ1,3V)1.S17
OJO

S.C91<W4>-90

BritishConsulate,Bangkok,March29,1871.
(Signed) THOMASGEORGEKNOX,Consul-General.

SIAM.



(No.2) Return"of BritishandForeignShippingatthePortof BangkokduringtheYear1870.

WithCargoes. litBallast. Total.

NationalityofVessels.
>

t
w I -

InvoiceValueofCargoes.

CLEARED.

WithCargoes.

þÿÿý�A

American...DanishDutchNorthGermanBelgianNorwegianPortugueseSpanish

::.
16
12
1

?li "l

S2(?>3
1.3-H23.2H15,;?Ml1,192
"l99þÿÿý�J�9�.�-�W�7

fit
H

?O,?9
(5^611.-18

10
"s l’.’in1 3?
"i I "ill

10
251
1

73.13110.325

111,116511
199

s.5,-:,227

7723
"-22

173
~1

1

a

10.713
2!sTa
si;+ 1,?1I 3l>9I 199133I S2.2.S7

3,001

InBallast.

1 1.137

rJ

TotAl.

?
e

i
ai
919
I111135

I c

Iin..iceValorþÿÿý�i�f

i
K0.I5S12,1k]
2.M9C.-7’i
ill ;1.J99!
19V

3.C912.

11Mi
þÿÿý�M�l�’�"�.
.il?

5r*

BritishConsulate,Bangkok,March22,1871,
(Signed) THOMASGEORGEKNOX,Consul-General.

ENTERED.

Cargoes

BrinishFrench

Siamese

VesselsTons.Crews.Vessels.TonsCrews.Vessels.Tons.Crews. Vessels.Tons.Crews.Vessels.Tons.CrewsVessels.TonsCrews.

SIAM.



COCOCO
(No.þÿ�3�.�)ÿýReturnof ForeignShippingengagedintheDirectandIndirectTradeatthePortofBangkokintheYear1870.

NationalityofVessels.

ESTKIIF.D.

DirectTrade.
Vessels.Tons.

IndirectTrade. Total.

Cleakkd.

DirectTrade.

Vessels.Tons.Vessels.Tons.\Vessels.Tons.
French
American
Danish
Dutch..
NorthGerman
Belgian
Norwegian
Portuguese
Spanish
Siamese

3

1
1

129

1,279

290
240

þÿÿý�1�9�,�8�5�8

2G
S

10
15
24
1
6
1
1

IndirectTrade. Total.
Vessels.Tons.Vessels.Tons.

9,0-1G
0,261
2.92S
’1,063
9,876
541

2,433
369
199

29
8

10
16
25
1
6
1
1

129

10,325
6,261
2,928
4,3j3

10,116
514

2,133
369
199

49,858
!

2

10
2

1
135

1,468

2,115
1,025

360
52,287

31
8
9
9

24
1
4
1

11,351
6,261
2,549
3,831
8,553
544

1,499
199

33
8
9
19
26
1
4
1
1

135

12,819
6,261
2,519
6,276
9,573
544

1,499
369
199

52,287

>

BritishConsulate,Bangkok,March29,1871.
(Signed) THOMASGEORGEKNOX,Consul-General.
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List of Articles Imported into the Port of Bangkok,Siam, during the
Year 1S70.

Description
FromSingapore., fromHongKong

Quantity.1 Value. Quantity.

WhiteshirtingGreyditto
Fl ditto

piece-goods
Turkeyredcloths .
Longdoth
Printsandchintz
Madapollams
Canvas ,
Cambrics

l andmuslins.
Chowls
Miscellaneouspiece-goods
Woollengoods. ...
Redtwist
Whitetwist
Colouredtwist
Hardware
Iron
Steel
Machinery
Glassware
Crockeryware.
Coppersheathing
Brassandcopperware

jShipchandleryLiquors
Fancygoods
0(>iUD1
Silkpiece-goods
Goldthread
Sundries
Coal
Gunnies
Mats
Mil bags
Silkchowls
Silkcrapes
firecrackers
Tea gJosssticks
Josspaper
Muskets
Medicine
Umbrella*
Saltgarlic
Silverware
Paper
Goldpaper
Silkthread
Vermicelli
Tobacco
Flour
Earthenware
Fruits
Clothboxes
Tile*
Goldleaf
Mexicandollars
Thesteamer"Lotus".

Total.

Pieces

Bolts
Pieces
Corges
Pieces

Packages

Piculs ;
Kegs
Packages
Cases .
Packages.
Piculs

I Parcels
Packages...
Cases,U.C.
Canes
Chests...
Pieces...
Cases
Value
Tons
Packages
Pieces

Cases ,
Boxes
Packages,
Gorges
Packages,
Jars
Packages,
Hairs
Cases
Packages
Cases

gValue
it

Number.
Pieces
Value
Dollars.
Complete.

/1IH.438
17.511

:6
/.7

8S.25H
27.7M
22,301
23,725
12.7"S

3,096
<m
610
403

1,072
9,^93
S.3J0

W

1,772
71
S3

3,9H
C.556

259
510

’"290
2.710

82,193
158,150

?8
tic

8

151
1
1
8

17
5,9

1,910

l
11U1S

4,5?
9.220
"2S1

102,121
32.711
þÿ�1�9ÿý�v�j
19.SI!)

1G;J,9C5
O7.S79
þÿ�2�9�.ÿý�i
0 ,
72362
89,117
23,712
11,’.13
C,S

2C.UK)
11.7U0
þÿ�7�.�l�’ÿý�i

39.9H
1.251

13,255

19.1SI
2.173
1,92(1

Glfitti
6,t>0t

11,020

snn
6,372

70
75.129

07"
3,103

"1,700
48
K2

251
0,111
3,109

33
hi

þÿ�5�,�7ÿý�l

379.Mli

2.I51.M6

500
l’KJ

330

12,’HO
to

’"799
139

1
23a

1,322

" 32
S>0
1C0

107
"sw

li!3i!9
2,701.293

3O.W9
9,620
1.B23
1.527
5.h2l
C/379
?9C9

379
7
29

??3
251
Gl

1.1.17
2.<?
4,55$

2lc93
170,318

Value.
Dollars.

5W
COO

330

2W

17.677
527

’" 5S7
710

si.sr.
3>.?O
1U393
yn,5M)
2,550

"i,433
H’1.277
?9.^37
707,0
1h.?
7.B30

l273,7359,401.

,
5.29C

46,546
1H.596
13,910
3,791
7.13S

U\35O
2flii37
6,V53

U.213
1291
C.M7
1211

Coloured

Jaconet

Jewellery

Vegetables

Piculs

Packages

Bags

Dollars.
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FromChina.

Quantity. Value. Value.

Whiteshirting.
Greyditto
Figuredditto
Colouredpiece-goods.
Turkeyredcloths
Longcloth
Print*andchintz
Madapollams..
C
Cambrics
Jaconetandmuslins...
Chowls
Miscellaneouspiece-goods
Woollengoods.
liedtwist
Whitetwist
Colouredtwist.
Hardware
Iron
Steel
Machinery
Glassware
Crockeryware.
Coppersheathing
Brassandcopperware
Jewellery
Shipchandlery.
Liquors
Fancygoods
Opium
Silkpiece-goods
Goldthread
Sundries
Coal
Gunnies
Slats
Matbags
Silkchowls
Silkcrapes
Firecrackers
Tea
Jotssticks
Josspaper
Muskets.
Medicine
Umbrellas
Saltgarlic
Silverwareare
Paper
Goldpaper
Silkthread
Vermicelli
Tobacco
Flour
Earthenware
Fruit
Vegetables
Clothboxes
Tiles
Goldleaf
Mexicandollars ...
Thesteamer"Lotus".

Total.

Bolts
Pieces
Corges
Pieces
Packages,

Piculs

C
Packages
Piculs
Packages
Parcels
Packages..

& c"
Cases
Chests...
IVPieces..
Cases
Value ....
Tons ..I
Packages...i
Pieces..

Cases
Boxes
Packages.
Gorges.
Packages.
Jars
Packages,
Hales
Cases
Packages,
Cases
Bags.Sec..
Value

Number,
Pieces,
Value .
Dollars.
Complete.

9
8.M8
IPS

13
Tfi59

11

30
CM
377

’" 83
1,701

i4
84
41
CO

"#105

Dollars.

1,172

2,3I

523
9,510
i.t
l.t-37
7.7W3

l"258
C.091

e:>o
3^t5
2,213
3.GGI

era
3,728

106
C

3,783
703
CC9
120

5,9.^3
4.1&1
2,701

90
1.&13

25,918

1CC/J75

,9
ir.9
þÿÿý�i�n

"V.55
l.K’S
127

l"618

10
CO

177
12.1S1
2.9i!

Jix)
8,21"

Id)
4,117

17

125,’m

Description
FromEurope.

Quantity.

Canvas

Pieces

Kegs
Packages
Cases

Cases

Dollars
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Inscription.

Whiteshirting.
Greyditto
Figuredditto
Colouredpiece-goods...
Turkeyredcloths ...Longcloth
Print*andchintz
Madapollams...
Canvas
Cambrics
Jaconetandmuslins...
Chowls
Miscellaneouspiece-goods
Woollengoods.
Redtwist
Whitetwist
Colouredtwist.
Hardware
Iron
Steel
Machinery,
Massware
Crockeryware.
CoppersheathingBrassandcopperware
Jewellery
Shipchandlery.
Liquors.
Fancygoods
Opium
Silkpiece-goods
Goldthread
Sundries
Coal
Gunnies
Mats
Matbugs
Silkchowls
Silkcrapes
Firecrackers
Tea
Josssticks
Josspaper
Muskets
Medicine
Umbrellas
Saltgarlic
Silverware
Pane?
Goldpaper
Silkthread
Vermicelli
Tobacco.
Flour
Earthenware
Fruit:
Vegetables
Clothboxes
Tile*
Goldleaf
Mexicandollars ...
Thesteamer" Lotus,

Total.

FromIndia. FromJava

Quantity.
l

Value. Quantity. Value

Pieces

I*

Bolts
Pieces
Corges
Pieces...
Packages.

Piculs
Kegs
Packages
Cases
Packages
Piculs
Packages
Parcel:)
Packages...
Cases&c..
Cases
Chests
Pieces
Cases
Value
Tons
Packages
Pieces

Cases
Boxes ’.
Packages,
Corges.
Packages.
Jars !
Packages.
Hales .
Cases
Packages’.
Cases
Bags,S:c..
Value

ii
Number.
Pieces
Value .
Dollars.
Complete.

300
7,103
’" 12

7

857
111

Dollars

ISO
87,315
"*200

331

2,203
6,485
4,110

""187

60,072

360

’l.OOO
29

5
18
0

52
?33

12
1,460

25
13,120

SO/i/O

Dollars
S9O

S2
U

107

1,561
1,135

?407

6,’6:J5
i’Iboo
4,195

(92

"210
13,’toO
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Description.

Whiteshirting.
Greyditto
Figuredditto
Colouredpiece-goods.
Turkeyredcloths
Longcloth
Printsandchintz
Madapollams
Canvas
Cambrics
Jaconetandmuslins.
Chowls
Miscellaneouspiece-goodsWoollengoodsRedtwist
Whitetwist
Colouredtwist.
Hardware
Iron
Steel
Machinery
Glassware
Crockeryware.
Coppersheathingþÿ�I�)�r�aÿý�sandcopperware
Jeweller;Shipchandlery.
Liquors
Fancygoods
Opium
Silkpiece-goods
Goldthread
Sundries
Coal
Gunnies
Mats
Mathags
Silkchowls
Silkcrapes
Firecrackers
Ten
Josssticks
Josspaper
Muskets
Medicines
Umbrellas
Saltgarlic
Silverware
Paper
Goldpaper
Silkthread
Vermicelli
Tobacco
Flour
Earthenware
Fruits
Vegetables
Clothboxes
Tiles
Goldleaf" ... ’..".
Mexicandollars
Thosteamer" Lotus

Total.

Hews

Pieces
Corges
Pieces

Piculs
Kegs
Packages
Cases
Piculs
Packages...
Parcels...
Packages...
Cases,Jcc.
Cases
Clicks .
Pieces
Ones
Value ...
Tons
Packages...
Pieces

Cues
Boxes
Packages,
Corges
Packages.
Jan
Packages.
Cases
Packages.
Cases
Value

Number.
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ReturnofExportsfromthePortofBangkok,Siam,fortheYear1870.
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Description. ForIndia.
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Principal Exports fromBangkok,insquare-riggedVessels,fromJanuaryI, 1857,toDecember31,1870.
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Itappearsfromthemonthlyreportsoftheforeignmerchants,thatthereharebeenexported(luringthelasttwelvemonths
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